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Trash, 
violence 
mark  park 
hornless 
camps 


by  Paul  Kozakiewicz 


lem,"  according  to  Winters,  and 
there  have  been  complaints  of 
homeless  persons  harassing 
people  using  the  park,  including 
one  occasion  when  a  group  of 
homeless  were  in  the  bleachers  at 
the  Bercut  Equitation  Field  has¬ 
sling  the  academy's  equestrian 
riders. 

Winters  said  the  homeless 
have  a  right  to  use  the  park,  "but 
not  to  abuse  or  misuse  it." 

Permission  to  develop  the  City 
park  was  granted  in  1870  and  in 
1871  construction  began  to  con¬ 
vert  mostly  barren  sand  dunes 
into  an  urban  park.  The  Mid- 
Winter  Fair  of  1893  and  1894 
was  a  world-class  exposition  and 
was  responsible  for  the  creation 
of  the  Japanese  Tea  Garden. 

According  to  acting  City 
Superintendent  of  Parks  Ron  de 
Leon,  approximately  11  million 
visitors  come  to  the  park  annual¬ 
ly.  He  said  the  park  is  supposed 
to  be  staffed  by  94  gardeners  for 
maintenance  but  the  only  82  posi¬ 
tions  are  currently  filled. 

He  does  not  feel  there  are 
enough  gardeners  to  do  the  job, 
especially  since  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  people  not  homeless 

Continued  on  page  4 
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Richard  Goldman  digs  out  the  first  shovel  of  dirt  for  the  construction  of  a  new  clubhouse  at  Julius  Kahn  Park  as  architect  James 
Ream  (left  to  right),  recreation  and  park  department  General  Manager  Mary  Burns,  Rhoda  Goldman  and  other  family  members  look 
on.  The  clubhouse  Is  a  gift  to  the  City  In  honor  of  the  Goldman's  son  Richard.  See  story  on  page  3. 


One  of  the  many  homeless  encampments  now  In  Golden  Gate  Park. 


By  day  locals  and  tourists 
stroll  the  paths  throughout 
Golden  Gate  Park's  beautiful 
scenery,  but  just  beyond  their 
view  lie  the  temporarily  vacant 
homes  of  many  of  the  City's 
homeless  population. 

At  night  the  park  is  a  different 
place,  with  an  influx  of  the  down¬ 
trodden  and  mentally  ill  taking 
over  to  sleep,  often  after  consum¬ 
ing  large  quantities  of  drugs  and 
alcohol. 

The  growing  transient  popula¬ 
tion  in  Golden  Gate  Park  has  left 
many  park  gardeners  and  police 
officers  worried  about  increased 
crime,  health  risks,  trash,  and 
fires  in  the  park,  the  "jewel"  in 
the  City's  park  system. 

A  stroll  through  many  of  the 
areas  in  Golden  Gate  Park  away 
from  the  main  tourist  areas  and 
paved  trails  reveals  a  seamy 
underside  rife  with  debris  and 
health  hazards. 

The  garbage  includes  empty 
alcohol  bottles,  hypodermic  nee¬ 
dles,  human  feces  with  discarded 
tissue  paper  and  a  host  of  other 
debris  and  litter  strewn  across 
wide  areas  of  the  lOOO-plus-acre 
]:)ark. 

And  new  paths  continually 
being  created  by  the  homeless  to 
reach  their  hidden  outposts  are 
causing  damage  to  the  park's 
fragile  ecosystem. 

Sleeping  in  the  park  from  10 
p.m.  to  6  a.m.  is  illegal  and  if 
"campers"  are  caught,  they  can  be 
cited. 

"The  park  is  being  abused  by 
people  that  try  to  live  out  there," 


said  Captain  Greg  Winters  of  the 
Richmond  Police  Station.  The 
Richmond  station  is  responsible 
for  patrolling  most  of  the  park, 
from  about  Arguello  Boulevard 
to  the  Great  Highway.  The  Park 
Police  Station  covers  the  rest  of 
the  park,  in  part  with  its  Honda 
motorcycle  patrol. 

Winters  said  there  is  a  grow¬ 
ing  sanitation  problem  due  to  the 
homeless  using  the  park  as  a 
restroom  facility. 

"The  park  wasn't  made  to  be 
an  open  latrine,"  he  said. 

As  well,  public  drunkenness  is 
"more  than  an  occasional  prob¬ 


Memorial  groundbreaking 


Historic  Coiumbarium  to 
be  brought  back  to  iife 

$1  million  covers  about  half  the  job 


by  Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 

The  stately  domed  building  at 
the  begiiming  of  Loraine  Court 
has  been  described  as  a  "compo¬ 
sition  in  pure  classical  dignity." 
Such  was  the  Beaux  Arts-style 
Columbarium  that  Bernard  J.S. 
Cahill  designed  in  1898  as  a 
repository  for  cremated  remains. 

Believing  that  light  was  a 
healing  influence,  Cahill 
installed  a  delicately  tinted 
stained  glass  skylight  that  filled 
the  circular  building  with  a 
benevolent  glow.  Mourners  hon¬ 
ored  their  lost  loved  ones  in  a 
setting  that  was  made  even  more 
cozy  by  the  addition  of  potted 
plants.  Oriental  rugs  and  well- 
appointed  furniture. 

Eighty  years  later,  the  ne¬ 
glected  copper  dome  and  sky¬ 
light  had  deteriorated.  Rain  had 
soaked  the  building  so  much  that 
mushrooms  grew  in  spots  on  the 
walls.  Raccoons  and  squirrels 


were  frequent  visitors  and 
pigeons  nested  on  the  upper 
floors.  Outside,  six-foot  weeds 
had  taken  over  what  once  was  a 
small  landscaped  park  on  the 
site  of  the  long-gone  Internation¬ 
al  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  Ceme¬ 
tery. 

This  was  the  Columbarium 
that  the  Neptune  Society  took 
over  in  1979.  Herb  Caen  de¬ 
scribed  it  as  "one  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco's  most  impressive  and  least 
known  landmarks  -  the  classic, 
decaying  Columbarium" 

"For  the  first  eight  years,  the 
Neptune  Society  did  basically 
nothing  but  make  emergency, 
repairs  and  create  the  inventory 
(of  interred  remains),"  said  cur¬ 
rent  manager  Joseph  W.  Bier- 
nacki,  who  has  been  at  the 
Columbarium  since  1987. 

"They  opened  every  single 
niche,  cleaned  it  and  inventoried 
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Consumer  advocate  Pollack  warns  of  scams 


by  Laura  JacobyAThatham 

Consumer  advocate  Laurel  Pol¬ 
lack  drew  a  standing-room-only 
crowd  to  the  first  official  meeting 
of  the  Richmond  Distfict  Conunu- 
nity/Police  Forum  in  the  newly 
renovated  facilities  at  the  Sixth 
Avenue  Police  Station. 

Pallock,  a  Richmond  District 
resident,  is  the  director  of  media¬ 
tion  services  in  the  San  Francisco 
District  Attorney's  Consumer 
Fraud  Unit.  She  also  writes  the 
weekly  "Consumer  Checklist" 
column  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle  and  appears  regularly 
on  KPDC-TV  Channel  5  as  well  as 
doing  consumer  alerts  on  KYA 
and  KSFO  radio. 

Number  one  on  her  list  of  the 
most  popular  consumer  scams  of 
1991  was  advance  fee  loans. 


Applicants  are  asked  to  send  in  a 
deposit,  often  hundreds  of  dollars, 
with  their  loan  application  to  a 
company  that  "guarantees"  to  find 
the  applicant  a  lender.  Pallock  was 
emphatic  in  denouncing  these 
operations  as  fraudulent. 

"Law  enforcement  agencies 
just  can’t  keep  up  with  them,"  she 
added.  "They  get  as  much  money 
as  they  can  and  then  skip  town." 
Legal  agencies  are  unable  to  col- 
.  lect  sufficient  evidence  to  file 
charges  because  the  scam  opera¬ 
tions  come  and  go  too  fast. 

Among  the  most  notorious  of 
telemarketing  schemes,  Pallock 
said,  are  the  offers  to  "repair  your 
credit  rating."  Legitimate  bad 
reports  on  a  credit  record  remain 
for  seven  years,  bankruptcy 
remains  ten  years,  and  there  is  no 
company  that  can  remove  bad 
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marks  on  a  consumer's  credit 
record  for  money. 

Studies  have  shown  that 
approximately  60  percent  of  credit 
reports  contain  some  errors,  said 
P^lock,  and  Congress  is  currently 
working  on  changing  the  credit 
reporting  process.  Among  the 
issues  being  considered  are  the 
availability  of  one's  own  credit 
report  to  oneself  and  employer 
access  to  employee  credit  reports. 

Pallock  also  described  fake 
credit  cards  that  fool  consumers 
into  thinking  they  are  getting 
"gold"  cards  for  a  fee,  usually  $50. 
The  cards  are,  indeed,  gold-color; 
however,  they  can  only  be  used  to 
buy  the  merchandise,  often  sub¬ 
standard,  of  the  company  that 
issues  them.  She  also  discussed 
the  800  numbers  that  consumers 
can  supposedly  call  to  apply  for 
credit  cards.  Often,  callers  are 
then  referred  to  a  900  number, 
where  they  are  then  charged  for 
their  call. 

Another  fraudulent  scheme  be¬ 
coming  prevalent  as  the  recession 
puts  people  out  of  work  is  the 
"work  at  home"  scam.  Typically, 
the  materials  are  shoddy,  and  the 
company  does  not  buy  them  back, 
although  the  initial  "sell"  implies 
it  will. 

One  scam,  new  to  many  Forum 
members,  is  that  of  using  binocu¬ 
lars  to  watch  people  at  airports 
keying  in  their  long  distance 
phone  codes.  The  codes  are  then 
sold  and  used  to  make  long-dis¬ 
tance  calls.  Often  the  person 
whose  number  is  being  misused 
has  no  idea  anything  is  wrong 
until  they  get  a  huge  phone  bill. 

Most  Forum  members  were  fa¬ 
miliar  with  phony  contests  offer¬ 
ing  trips  to  Hawaii  or  new  model 
cars  if  they  called  a  certain  phone 
number.  Pallock  described  how  a 
consumer  ordered  $500  worth  of 
vitamins  because  she  was 
promised  a  "beautiful  organ  that 
would  grace  her  living  room."  Pal¬ 
lock  delighted  the  audience  when 
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she  played  the  organ  -  of  black 
plastic,  measuring  about  18  inches 
long  -  demonstrating  its  tinny 
"disco"  beat  sound  feature. 

Pallock's  office,  which  services 
more  than  200  complaints  each 
month  as  a  free  public  service,  has 
also  investigated  complaints  about 
towing  companies  operating  in 
San  Francisco,  particularly  those 
regarding  overcharging  and  allow¬ 
able  methods  of  payment. 

"You  can  legally  keep  your  car 
in  a  publicly  used  private  lot  for 
one  hour  before  being  towed," 
Pallock  said,  even  though  the 
driver  may  only  be  in  the  store  or 
bank  that  owns  the  lot  for  half  that 
time.  "They're  not  going  to  like 
me  telling  you  this,"  she  said, 
referring  to  the  lot  owners. 

In  addition,  towing  companies 
are  obligated  to  accept  checks, 
credit  cards  or  money  orders  as 
payment  for  a  tow  off  private 
property,  said  Pallock,  adding  that, 
in  San  Francisco,  towing  compa¬ 
nies  cannot  charge  drivers  more 
than  $80  to  redeem  their  vehicles. 
She  urged  people  to  call  her  office 
with  information  about  towing 
companies  in  violation  of  this  rule. 

Recently,  her  office  sued  the 
Life  Alert  company,  which  used 
high-pressure  tactics  to  coerce 
older  people  into  buying  emergen¬ 
cy  alert  services  at  exorbitant 
prices.  The  investigation  began 
two  years  ago  when  a  nurse  in  the 
East  Bay  called  because  she  was 
concerned  about  some  of  her 
elderly  patients  being  approached 
by  aggressive  salespeople.  Pallock 
emphasized  that,  although  Life 
Alert  is  now  telling  people  that  the 
lawsuit  was  dropped,  this  is  not 
true. 

Pallock's  office  employs  three 
attorneys  and  four  investigators  as 
well  as  interns,  usually  pre-law 
students,  who  handle  the  many 
phone  calls.  Her  number  is  553- 
1814. 

Lieutenant  Alex  Stevens  of  the 
Richmond  Station  also  had  some 
shopper  safety  tips  for  the  au¬ 
dience.  Stevens  warned  that 
thieves  are  watching  to  find  shop¬ 
pers  who  stop  by  their  car  to  put 
packages,  cameras  or  purses  in  the 
trunk.  They  wait  for  the  people  to 
leave,  then  "they  will  be  in  your 
trunk  faster  than  you  could  use 
your  key  to  get  in,"  said  Stevens. 

"If  you  must  store  things  in  the 


Crime-flghter  Laurel  Pallock 

car,  then  move  the  car,"  Stevens 
said,  admitting  that  finding  a  new 
parking  spot  may  be  a  problem, 
but  it  could  save  the  family's 
Christmas. 

Stevens,  filling  in  for  vacation¬ 
ing  Captain  Gregory  Winters,  also 
reported  on  a  police  chiefs  meet¬ 
ing  that  he  had  attended.  Law 
enforcement  programs  for  the 
coming  year  include  30  drunk 
driving  checkpoints  in  the  City,  as 
well  as  radar  trailers  with  radar 
guns  along  notorious  "speeding" 
streets  such  as  California  Street 
and  Fulton  Street. 

Another  new  program,  which 
receives  funding  from  application 
fees,  is  specially  designed  to 
apprehend  car  thieves.  It  provides 
for  inspectors  to  be  assigned  to 
district  stations,  where  they  will 
work  with  officers  who  know  the 
car  theft  problems  peculiar  to  their 
district.  Car  burglary  and  car  theft 
is  a  frequent  problem  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  Stevens  reported  that 
Hondas  and  Toyotas  are  the  most 
often  stolen  in  the  Disuict. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from 
the  audience,  Stevens  said  that 
three  additional  officers  had  been 
assigned  to  the  Richmond  Station 
to  handle  the  added  sector  (bound¬ 
ed  by  Masonic  Avenue,  Geary 
Boulevard,  Steiner  Street  and 
Broadway).  There  has  been  a 
problem  with  early  morning 
purse-snatchings  in  the  Mount 
Zion  area,  and  the  station  is  send¬ 
ing  in  radio  cars  as  preventive 
patrols. 

A  newcomer  to  the  Forum, 
who  attended  specifically  to  bring 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Locals  give  gift  to  Julius  Kahn  Park  -  new  clubhouse 


Donation  to 
honor  son  took 
more  than  year 

Groundbreaking  has  began  for 
a  new  clubhouse  at  Julius  Kahn 
Park  in  the  Presidio  Heights. 

About  70  people  attended  the 
groundbreaking  ceremony  on  a 
chilly  afternoon  Nov.  15. 

The  new  building  will  double 
the  floor  space  of  the  current  club¬ 
house  built  in  1926  and  will  house 
a  director's  office,  indoor  games,  a 
reading  area,  kitchenette,  fully 
accessible  restrooms  and  tables 
for  adult  activities  accommodat¬ 
ing  up  to  36  people. 

The  new  building  will  offer  the 
director  of  the  playground  a  360 
degree  view  of  the  grounds. 

Construction  of  the  new  club¬ 
house  is  being  done  by  Redhorse 
Contractors  Inc.  and  will  take 
approximately  six  months  to  com¬ 
plete. 

Funding  for  the  new  clubhouse 
was  donated  by  philanthropists 
Richard  and  Rhoda  Goldman  in 
honor  of  their  recently  deceased 
son,  Richard  Walter  Goldman, 
who  was  42. 

"Their  generosity  will  provide 
children  of  all  ages  with  a  delight¬ 
ful  new  addition  to  one  of  the 
City's  most  historic  play  areas," 
said  Mary  Bums,  general  manager 
of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Department. 

According  to  Richard  Gold¬ 
man,  it  was  jumping  through 


'  j  t.  ■ 


Richard  Goldman  pops  the  cork 
clubhouse  architect  James  Ream 

bureaucratic  hoops  to  get  all  the 
necessary  permissions  to  proceed 
with  the  clubhouse  gift. 

Neighborhood  evaluation,  a 
historic  structure  analysis  and 
bureaucratic  approval  were  all 
part  of  the  process  to  build  a  new 
clubhouse.  As  well,  approval  from 
the  Golden  Gate  Recreation  Area, 
the  United  States  Army,  state 
office  of  historical  preservation, 
local  community  groups  and  the 
San  Francisco  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment  were  required. 

"This  nonsense  must  stop," 
Goldman  said  of  the  process. 

Located  on  the  edge  of  the  Pre- 
sidio,  at  Pacific  Avenue  and 
Spruce  Street ,  the  park  has  tennis 
and  basketball  courts,  a  large  soft- 
ball  field  and  a  children’s  play 


Ptwto:  Rtillp  Uborle  Ganti 

off  a  bottle  of  champagne  with 
assisting. 

area. 

"We  have  been  coming  to  this 
playground  for  50  years,"  said 
Rhoda  Goldman. 

“All  of  our  kids  played  there,” 
said  Goldman.  “My  husband  and  I 
went  there  in  our  youth  and  ...  our 
grandchildren  play  there." 

The  old  clubhouse,  a  small, 
plain  building,  will  be  razed. 

A  model  of  the  new  clubhouse 
was  first  publicly  displayed  in  the 
present  clubhouse,  according  to 
San  Francisco  architect  James 
Ream.  Later  Ream  and  the  recre¬ 
ation  and  park  department  pre¬ 
sented  plans  to  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Presidio  Heights  Asso- 
ciation  of  Neighbors 
(PHANjwhich  publicly  displayed 
the  model  at  its  annual  meeting  in 


June,  1990. 

According  to  one  PHAN  board 
member,  the  design  has  received 
“overwhelming”  neighborhood 
approval.  “The  new  clubhouse  is 
going  to  be  wonderful  —  the  old 
one  is  disgusting.” 

According  to  architect  Ream, 
“The  design  seeks  to  convey  a 
sense  of  fun,  recreation  and  nature 
related  to  the  carousel  form.” 

The  octagonal  building  will 
have  a  metal  roof  and  stucco  walls 
trimmed  with  wood,  said  Ream. 
The  exterior,  he  said,  will  be 
painted  using  “subdued  earth 
tones.”  The  interior  will  have 
brighter  colors  and  will  be  lit  natu¬ 
rally  through  windows  near  the 
ceiling. 

Even  without  a  brand  new 
clubhouse,  the  Julius  Kahn  Play¬ 
ground  is  regarded  highly. 

“This  playground  has  a  reputa¬ 
tion  for  being  the  best  park  in  the 
City  for  kids,”  said  Maunapau, 
who  has  been  director  for  seven 
years. 

Neighbors  agree.  Nancy 
Satragg,  a  Pacific  Heights  resident 
with  two  small  children,  said  “It’s 
a  wonderful  park.  There  are 


always  kids  here,  and  parties. 
And  there  is  never  a  problem  with 
the  bigger  boys  (who  can  mistreat 
the  smaller  boys).” 
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her  problem  to  the  attention  of  the 
police,  asked  what  could  be  done 
regarding  a  group  of  drinking, 
apparently  homeless,  men  who 
spend  the  day  around  a  store  at 
Tenth  Avenue  and  Cabrillo  Street, 
becoming  rowdy  and  abusive  by 
early  evening. 

"They  say  they  don’t  stay  in 
the  park  because  the  police  make 
them  move,"  she  said,  asking  if 
the  Richmond  police  could  jxtssi- 
bly  make  them  keep  moving. 
Although  she  had  occasionally 


employed  one  of  the  men,  as  had 
others  in  the  neighborhood,  she 
was  concerned  about  others,  who 
referred  to  be  recently  released 
from  prison. 

Stevens  responded  to  this 
question,  and  another  regarding  a 
small  homeless  population  circu¬ 
lating  around  Geary  Boulevard 
between  18th  and  20th  avenues, 
by  acknowledging  that  the  police 
can  do  little  except  encourage  loi¬ 
terers  to  move  along. 

"Generally,  these  people  aren't 
interested  in  going  to  shelters,"  he 
said,  adding  that  the  police  caimot 
arrest  them  unless  they're  doing 
something  illegal.  An  irate  audi¬ 


ence  member  asked  where  the 
homeless'  rights  ended  and  tax- 
paying  residents  began. 

"When  women  are  being 
terrorized,  isn't  this  a  violation  of 
their  rights?"  he  said. 


FOX  &  •ftBetter 
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Paula  Nowicki 

Real  Estate  Specialist 

788  4488 


Thinking  about  making  a  move? 

Call  Paula  and  start  packing. 
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Sumitomo  Bank  presents  a  new  dimension  in 
time  deposits . 


TME  ©ETO 


If  you're  looking  for  the  best  way  to  deposit  your  funds,  we've  introduced  the  Time  Deposit 
Accumulator  with  you  in  mind.  Enjoy  the  unique  ability  to  make  additional  deposits  to  your 
account  any  time,  as  well  as  the  flexibility  of  our  withdrawal  feature  and  interest  rates  higher 
than  T-Bills.  Take  advantage  of  this  new  dimension  in  time  deposits.. .Time  Deposit  Accu¬ 
mulator.  Visit  our  branch  for  full  details. 


UNDER  SKMMMX) 

SHMMHMi  AND  OVER 

TERM 

1 2  MONTHS 

ISMONIHS 

MINIMUM 
INITIAL  DEPO.SIT 

S.S(H) 

$]0(MKX). 

ADDITIONAL 

DEPOSITS 

You  can  make  an  unlimi 

ed  number  ot  additional  deposits. 

SI.(XX) 

WITHDRAWAL 

OPTION 

YES.  One  withdrawal  of  any 
additional  deposits  after  h  months. 

NOT  AV  AILABLE 

MATURITY 

All  additional  deposits  mature  ul  the  same  lime  as  youi  opening  deposit. 

INTEREST 

RATE 

HIGHER  THAN  T-BILLS 

You  will  receive  more  than  the  monthly  average  of  the  weekly  average 
discount  rates  on  a  26-wcck  Treasury  Bill.  Rales  will  change  on  the  Isl 
day  of  every  month  and  applv  to  the  total  balance  of  the  account. 

INTEREST 

CALCULATION 

Compounded  daily  and  paid  every  month,  three  months,  six  months,  or  twelve  months. 

FREE 

CHECKING 

You  may  also  qualify  for  a  waived  monthly  sersicc  charge. 

See  New  Accounts  ft>r  details. 

Note:  Substantial  penalty  for  early  withdrawal  of  funds. 
Sumitomo  Bank  also  offers  free  checking  for  seniors! 


Sumitomo  Bank 

Sumitomo  Bank  of  California  MpmhiafFnir; 


Member  FDIC 


GEARY  BRANCH 

5255  GEARY  BLVD.  •  668-5511 
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Homeless  in  GG  Park 


Continued  from  page  1 

also  dropping  large  amounts  of 
trash  in  the  park. 

De  Leon  said  all  gardeners 
working  in  the  park  are  given 
proper  equipment  to  do  their  job, 
including  gloves,  throw-away 
coveralls  and  grab-sticks  for 
picking  up  refuse  and  handling 
the  sanitary  challenges,  including 
feces  removal. 

"Unfortunately  it's  just  part  of 
the  job  we're  doing  these  days  in 
some  of  our  parks,"  he  said. 
"They  (gardeners)  do  a  great  job 
given  the  task  at  hand." 

According  to  Capt.  Winters, 
another  concern  about  Golden 
Gate  Park  is  the  potential  for  fires 
that  the  homeless  often  make  to 
cook,  which  could  start  a  serious 
fire  because  the  current  drought 
has  left  the  park  very  dry. 

"We  could  have  a  forest  fire  in 
the  park,"  he  said. 

The  fire  department  has 


reported  a  recent  rash  of  fires  in 
the  park,  which  are  often  hard  to 
battle  because  of  their  off-the- 
beaten-paths  locations  in  dense 
brush.  Officials  are  concerned 
because  the  increase  in  calls  to 
the  park  often  leave  firefighting 
capacity  in  the  Sunset  and  Rich¬ 
mond  districts  short-handed. 

Officer  Bruno  Pezzulich,  a  10 
year  veteran  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  mounted  horse  patrol,  said 
citations  are  sometimes  given  to 
people  camping  in  the  park. 

He  said  the  recent  influx  of 
indigents  in  the  park  is  due  to  a 
bad  national  economy  and 
because  of  the  City's  reputation 
for  compassion  and  easily  attain¬ 
able  General  Assistance  checks. 

Pezzulich  said  some  homeless 
use  pilfered  car  batteries  to  sup¬ 
port  electric  lights.  One  such 
operation  discovered  near  Middle 
Drive  near  Bowling  Green  Drive 
was  powered  by  four  or  five  bat¬ 
teries  wired  together. 
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Exchange 

Duplicator  Work  Books 
Flash  Cards 

Educational  Decorations 
Educational  Toys  &  Games 
Records  &  Cassettes 

Monday  -  Friday  12-6  Saturday  10-4 

752-3302 

600  -  35th  Avenue,  at  Anza 
San  Francisco 


ALCOHOL  •  DRUGS 


UNDERSTANDING  AND  CARING  HELP 
FOR  COMPLICATED  FAMILY  PROBLEMS 

TRUMAN’S 

MOUNTAIN  VISTA  FARM 

SINCE  1949 

OWNED  AND  OPERATED 

BY  SAN  FRANCISCANS  -  FOR  SAN  FRANCISCANS 
MANY  HAVE  FOUND  THEIR  ANSWERS  WITH  US! 


OLDEST.  BEST 

MOST  AFFORDABLE 

.A 

LOCATED  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  MOON,  SONOMA 

•  MOST  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

•  SERENE  COUNTRY  LOCATION 

•  FAMILY  INTERVENTION  AVAILABLE 

•3-5-7  DAY  DETOX  FROM  ALCOHOL  AND  DRUGS 
•7-28  DAY  RESIDENTIAL  PROGRAMS 

•  FAMILY  PROGRAM  AND  COUNSELING 

•  EXTENDED  AFTERCARE 


24  HOUR  HELP  LINE 
800-300-6716 
707-996-6716 


I  3020  WARM  SPRINGS  ROAD.  GLEN  ELLEN.  CA  95442  | 


PlwlD  PtiiNp  Ubono  (^r^i 

Paul  Bush,  a  homeless  resident  of  the  park.  Is  taken  to  SF  General  Emergency  after  a  recent  attack. 


n»otDS;  Philip  Uborto  Gartgj 


Garbage  Is  strewn  throughout  most  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 


As  well,  some  of  the  homeless 
have  outstanding  warrants  for 
their  arrest  and  are  potentially 
dangerous,  he  said. 

A  homeless  person  recently 
apprehended  after  breaking  into 
the  Pioneer  Log  Cabin  was  dis¬ 
covered  to  be  a  convicted  murder¬ 
er  that  had  escaped  from  the  state 
prison  in  Vacaville. 

According  to  Pezzulich,  the 
task  of  enforcing  laws  in  the  wide 
areas  in  their  jurisdiction  is  diffi¬ 
cult  because  the  mounted  patrol  is 
short-staffed  by  six  patrolmen  and 
10  horses. 

The  patrol  is  also  responding 
to  numerous  citizen  complaints 
about  a  surge  in  homosexual 
activity  in  the  west  end  of  the 
park.  The  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  park  police  have 
been  cracking  down  on  promiscu¬ 
ous  sexual  activity  at  the  recre¬ 
ation  area  and  many  of  those  gays 
now  use  the  Golden  Gate  Park, 
Pezzulich  said. 

Aside  from  the  problems  of 
lewd  conduct  at  the  western  end 
of  the  park,  it  is  the  potential  for 
violence  and  sometimes  unsani- 
tatary  working  conditions  that 
scares  many  of  the  park's  garden¬ 
ers. 

Gardeners  have  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  maintaining  park 
grounds  and  keeping  it  clean.  If 
they  have  a  problem  with  any  of 
the  homeless  in  the  park  they  are 
supposed  to  call  the  police  for 
assistance. 

Corbin  Messinger,  a  gardener 
in  Golden  Gate  Park  for  the  past 
three  years,  says  the  problems  in 
the  park  have  escalated  in  the  past 
year  or  so. 

Messinger  said  he  has  been 
threaten  by  the  homeless  and, 
when  he  recently  turned  on  a  part 
of  the  park's  sprinkler  system  an 
irate  park  camper  started  chasing 
him. 

He  says  the  police  have  done  a 
good  job  of  responding  to  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  park,  but  added,  "there 
are  certain  areas  I  don't  deal  with 
anymore."  One  area  where  gar¬ 
deners  are  hesitant  to  go  is  Coon 
Hollow  near  Arguello  Boulevard 
and  Fulton  Street.  The  dense  area 
is  filled  with  garbage. 

"It's  amazing  how  much  crap 
they  can  pull  in  in  just  a  few 
days,"  Messinger  said  of  the 
growing  bash  problem,  which  he 
said  sometimes  requires  four  or 
five  truckloads  to  remove. 

"But  what's  really  frightening 
are  the  needles  and  (drug)  para¬ 
phernalia,"  he  said. 

Messinger  said  there  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  living  in  the  park 
and  that  there  is  much  damage 
being  created  by  the  homeless 
trampling  the  park's  vegetation  to 
get  into  obscure  areas.  He  said 


whole  hillsides  are  gone  due  to 
the  loss  of  vegetation,  which 
causes  an  increase  in  soil  erosion. 

He  said  he  sometimes  comes 
across  an  area  of  matted  grass 
where  a  homeless  person  has 
spent  the  night  without  leaving  so 
much  as  a  gum  wrapper. 

"I  don't  mind  people  like  that," 
he  said. 

Neighbors,  gardeners  and 
police  are  not  the  only  ones 
effected  by  the  deterioration  of 
the  park.  The  homeless  are  also 
effected. 

Willamena  Kemp  lives  in  the 
park.  By  day  she  can  be  seen  sit¬ 
ting  on  park  benches  whiling 
away  the  day  with  the  assistance 
of  cheap  vodka. 

Her  shopping  cart  of  posses¬ 
sions  sits  nearby,  and  she  casts  a 
suspicious  eye  toward  those 
approaching  her. 

"It's  pretty  scary  here  some¬ 
times,"  she  says  of  the  events 
taking  place  in  the  park,  primarily 
after  dark. 

Another  homeless  person,  40- 
year-old  Paul  Bush,  was  recently 
discovered  in  the  foliage  of  the 
park.  He  was  battered  so  badly  his 
eyes  were  swelled  shut. 

According  to  Bush,  who  has 
lived  in  the  park  for  the  past  five 
years,  he  was  headed  to  his  home 
in  the  park  at  about  2  a.m.  during 
a  late  November  evening  when  he 
heard  a  cry  for  help.  He  discov¬ 
ered  four  men  beating  another 
man  and  tried  to  assist.  The 
assailants  turned  on  Bush  and 


Park  resident  Willamena  Kemp 


beat  him  severely,  opening  up 
several  wounds  and  injuring  the 
man's  chest,  possibly  breaking 
ribs. 

Paramedics  were  notified  and 
Bush  was  taken  to  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  for  emergency 
care. 

Bush,  who  is  about  40  years 
old,  says  his  daily  routine  usually 
includes  going  to  a  soup  kitchen 
for  a  meal  and  then  panhandling 
money  on  Haight  Street. 

Bush  said  he  would  like  to 
rent  an  apartment  but  too  much 
money  is  needed  to  make  the 
move.  "It's  a  hard  step,"  he  said. 

He  does  not  know  if  the 
assailants  were  homeless,  but 
says  life  in  the  park  has  become 
more  difficult  recently  possibly 
due  to  outsiders  that  come  to  the 
park  from  other  parts  of  the  Bay 
Area  to  sell  drugs,  including 
crack  cocaine,  and  sometimes 
prey  on  the  homeless. 

In  September  a  group  of 
youths  had  a  spat  with  some 
homeless  jxople  in  the  park  near 
Haight  and  Sianyan  streets  result¬ 
ing  in  the  shooting  death  of  a  19- 
year-old  park  transient  at  Alvord 
Lake. 

The  large  numbers  of  home¬ 
less  people  living  in  the  park  is 
causing  some  local  residents  in 
the  Sunset  and  Richmond  dis¬ 
tricts  unhappiness  by  moving  into 
residential  neighborhoods  during 
the  day. 

Maureen  Healy,  who  lives  on 
10th  Avenue,  says  some  of  the 
homeless  from  the  park  drink 
openly  on  her  corner  by  day  and 
go  to  the  park  to  sleep.  She  said 
she  has  gotten  to  know  one 
homeless  man  over  the  years  and 
has  hired  him  to  do  odd  jobs  at 
her  house,  eveq  giving  him  the 
key  to  her  place  as  needed. 

But  recent  "friends"  of  the 
homeless  man  include  some  who 
openly  talk  of  their  exploits  at 
San  Quentin  Prison,  making  her 
scared. 

One  of  the  homeless  men,  she 
said,  died  recently  while  sleeping 
in  his  temporary  shelter  under  a 
neighbor's  stairway. 
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Polo  Field  closed  for  repairs  after  Bill  Graham  tribute 


By  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

Last  month's  unexpected  Wood- 
stock-size  crowd,  at  a  memorial 
concert  for  rock  promoter  Bill 
Graham,  has  left  Golden  Gate 
Park’s  Polo  Field  closed  since  the 
Nov.  3  event. 

With  only  a  few  days  notice, 
between  300,000  and  350,000 
people  attended  a  concert  promot¬ 
ed  by  Graham's  organization  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  man  who  pro¬ 
duced  concerts  and  benefits  both  in 
the  Bay  Area  and  throughout  the 
world  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  centu¬ 
ry.  Graham  and  his  companion, 
Melissa  Gold,  and  close  friend, 
Steven  Kahn,  were  killed  in  a  heli¬ 
copter  accident  October  25. 

According  to  Sybil  Boutilier, 
public  information  officer  with  the 
San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department,  the  major  damage 
was  the  compaction  of  the  field, 
due  to  the  weight  of  the  crowd 
crushing  gopher  burrows  that  hon¬ 
eycomb  underneath  the  field. 


There  was  some  damage,  however, 
to  irrigation  pipes  and  sprinkler 
heads  that  were  knocked  off  by 
some  cars  using  the  field.  An 
uneven  field  full  of  chuckholes 
resulted. 

The  crowd  also  trampled  newly 
planted  lawns  and  ripped  paths  of 
erosion  down  the  fragile,  sandy 
slope  leading  from  Lincoln  Boule¬ 
vard  to  the  field. 

Gardeners  have  been  leveling 
and  reseeding  the  Polo  Field  and 
"backfilling"  the  gopher  burrows, 
which  have  increased  in  number 
since  the  beginning  of  the  drought. 
Boutilier  said  the  recreation  and 
park  department  hopes  to  partially 
reopen  the  Polo  Field  during  the 
first  week  in  December. 

The  closure  of  the  field  has 
inconvenienced  hundreds  of  teams, 
including  the  Bay  Area  Football 
League,  UCSF  flag  football,  the 
soccer  teams  in  the  Le  Amistad 
Men's  League,  San  Francisco 
Women's  Flag  Football  League  and 
the  City's  Viking  Soccer  League, 


Photo:  Philip  Liwrio  Gar^ 

Thousands  crammed  into  the  Polo  Field  In  tribute  to  Bill  Graham. 
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Custom  Sewing: 
Duvet  Covers 
Shams  &  Dust  Ruffles 
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which  includes  over  700  young¬ 
sters,  ages  nine  and  10,  who  usual¬ 
ly  play  Saturdays.  These  teams, 
among  others,  had  to  find  other 
parks  in  the  City  to  use  while  field 
repairs  are  underway. 

The  concert  sponsor,  Bill 
Graham  Presents,  put  up  a  $10,000 
bond  as  a  condition  of  getting  a 
permit  to  use  the  field.  Although 


final  figures  for  the  repairs  have 
not  been  tallied  yet,  assistant  park 
superintendent  Bob  Killian  said 
Bill  Graham  Presents  promises  to 
pay  any  additional  expenses. 

Paying  tribute  to  Graham  were 
many  Bay  Area  favorites  includ¬ 
ing  Bobby  McFerrin,  Journey, 
Joan  Baez,  Tracy  Chapman,  San¬ 
tana  and  Grateful  Dead. 


THE  GEARY  MERCHANT'S  ASSOCIATION  WISHES  YOU  A  HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  AND  SAFE  NEW  YEAR! 
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Columbarium  being  restored  to  old  glory 


been  looking  for  a  guy  like  you." 

In  sharp  contrast  to  the  days 
when  the  phone  never  rang  and 
one  lonely  caretaker  received  re¬ 
mains,  discussed  arrangements 
with  prospective  clients  and 
looked  after  the  grounds,  Biemac- 
ki  does  not  work  alone  -  the 
Columbarium  now  employs  seven 
people  full-  or  part-time. 

A  plaster  artist  works  to  restore 
the  intricately  sculpted  and  paint¬ 
ed  walls  while  the  $8  million  in 
stained  glass  is  being  cleaned  and 
restored  to  its  original  splendor; 
there  is  a  full-time  grounds  man¬ 
ager  replanting  the  gardens  that 
surround  the  building.  Meanwhile, 
the  Columbarium  still  provides 
cremation  and  memorial  services 
for  the  community. 

Making  good  use  of  his 
production  background,  Biemacki 
now  oversees  a  schedule  of  spe¬ 
cial  events  that  have  included  a 
concert  by  the  San  Francisco  Sax¬ 
ophone  Quartet,  performances  of 
Shakespeare's  Macbeth  and  a 
combined  music-and  dance  perfor¬ 
mance,  as  well  as  a  memorial  ser¬ 
vice  for  victims  of  the  1989  Loma 
Prieta  earthquake.  An  upcoming 
Christmas  candlelight  concert 
(Dec.  13  and  14)  will  feature 
Karma  Moffet's  Himalayan  Bells. 

What  lies  ahead  for  the  Colum¬ 
barium?  Both  Biernacki  and 
funerary  historian  Dale  Suess 
would  like  to  create  a  complete 
history  of  the  building  and  are 
interested  in  hearing  from  anyone 
who  has  information  about  the 
Columbarium  and  its  inhabitants. 

The  Columbarium  is  open  9 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Tuesday  through 
Saturday  with  guided  tours  led  by 
funerary  historian  Dale  Suess  on 
Saturdays  between  10:30  a.m.  and 
and  1  p.m.  To  learn  more  about 
the  The  Neptune  Society  and  the 
Columbarium  or  to  be  put  on  the 
mailing  list,  call  221-1838. 
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The  Beaux  Arts-style  Columbarium  Is  being  restored.  The  building 
and  Interior  (right)  was  designed  by  Bernard  J.S.  Cahill  In  1898. 
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the  contents.  The  Columbarium 
was  open  to  the  public  only  one 
day  a  week  for  two  hours.  The 
phone  rang  once  every  three 
months  and  that  was  it." 

Inventory  was  necessary  be¬ 
cause  many  records  pertaining  to 
the  Columbarium  were  destroyed 
by  previous  owners  when  the  soci¬ 
ety  took  over,  said  Biemacki,  al¬ 
though  there  is  evidence  that  some 
records  may  have  been  given  to  a 
genealogical  society. 

"There's  a  lot  we  don't  know 
about  the  Columbarium's  past," 
says  Biernacki.  "People  want  to 
know,  and  I  wish  I  could  tell  them, 
but  we  just  don't  know." 

One  of  the  mysteries  of  the 
Columbarium  is  where  the  700  sets 
of  ashes  that  occupy  a  small  room 
on  the  third  floor  came  from. 

"It's  a  possibility  that  those  re¬ 
mains  were  left  when  the  cemetery 
was  removed  (between  1932  and 
1935),  but  no  one  knows  where 
they  came  from,"  Biemacki  said. 
"It's  just  a  fact  that  in  the  Colum¬ 
barium  there  are  700  sets  of  ashes 
that  aren't  in  niches.  We  have  their 
names,  we  know  who  they  are,  and 
we  know  some  of  them  date  back 
to  the  1800s."  He  hopes  one  day 
more  dignified  accommodations 
can  be  found  in  the  building. 

Originally  the  Society  planned 
to  restore  the  Columbarium  in 
three  stages  over  a  five-year 
period,  at  a  cost  projected  to  be 
"over  $500,000." 

Biernacki  estimates  that  the 
work  is  about  half  done  (at  a  cost 
of  approximately  $1  million), 
although  he  points  out  that  the 
restoration  efforts  will  never  be 
done,  because  "like  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge,  by  the  time  you  finish 
one  thing,  it's  time  to  start  on  it 
again." 

The  roof  presented  a  major  on¬ 
going  problem,  although  it  has 
now  been  completely  fixed  for 


over  a  year.  Unfortunately,  Bier¬ 
nacki  said,  the  building  is  like  a 
sponge  and  will  be  leaching  water 
for  years  to  come.  The  leaching 
destroys  paint,  so  some  areas 
cannot  be  restored  until  they  have 
completely  dried. 

By  1987,  the  restoration  work 
that  remained  to  be  done  was 
largely  cosmetic.  The  Neptune 
Society  was  ready  to  begin  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  their  restoration  pro¬ 
ject  -  utilization  of  the  Columbari¬ 
um,  not  just  for  interment  of  cre¬ 
mated  remains,  but  as  a  unique  set¬ 
ting  for  appropriate  performance 
events. 

Biemacki,  who  was  running  his 
own  construction  company  in 
1987,  was  looking  for  more  inter¬ 
esting  work.  It  would  appear  fate 
had  given  him  a  resume  that  would 
uniquely  qualify  him  for  the  job  he 
was  about  to  find. 

A  third-generation  Bay  Area 
resident,  Biemacki  spent  his  early 
years  in  acting  and  theater  -  even 
appearing  in  a  Walt  Disney  film 
when  he  was  seven.  He  admits  he 
"majored  in  football  and  girls"  dur¬ 
ing  high  school,  and,  after  gradua¬ 
tion,  he  managed  some  bands 
while  picking  up  television  and 
commercial  work. 

At  the  same  time,  he  worked  as 
a  driver  for  his  mother's  floral 
business,  married  his  high  school 
sweetheart  and  decided  to  go  back 
to  school  for  a  degree  in  mortuary 
science.  While  working  as  a  mor¬ 
tuary  director,  Biernacki  got 
involved  with  the  restoration  of  an 
old  Catholic  cemetery  -  which  led 
to  his  going  back  to  school  to  for  a 
landscape  construction  license. 

Biemacki  heard  about  the  job  at 
the  Columbarium  through  a  friend 
and  called  Richard  Jongordon, 
founder  of  the  Neptune  Society. 
Biemacki  remembers  offering  Jon¬ 
gordon  his  combination  constmc- 
tion/floral/mortuary/restorat- 
ion/theater  credentials,  to  which 
Jongordon  replied,  "Y'know,  I've 
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Mayoral  candidate  Jordan  has  roots  in  community  based  solutions 


by  Marc  O’Hara 

Frank  Jordan  unfurls  a  know¬ 
ing  laugh  from  behind  his  tempo¬ 
rary  desk  at  his  Van  Ness  Avenue 
campaign  headquarters. 

He's  just  been  asked  if  he's 
seen  a  recent  New  Yorker  comic 
in  which  a  man  awakens,  startled 
from  a  nightmare,  and  tells  his 
wife,  "I  just  dreamed  I  was  mayor 
of  a  large  American  city!" 

Jordan,  who  spent  many  years 
living  in  the  "avenues",  was  the 
surprising  first  place  finisher  in 
the  November  mayoral  election. 
He  knows  well  the  drama  behind 
the  humor  in  that  comic. and  is 
keenly  familiar  with  the  inner 


sanctum  of  municipal  power. 

Jordan  served  at  the  pleasure  of 
two  San  Francisco  mayors  - 
Diaime  Feinstein,  who  appointed 
him  chief  of  police  in  1986,  and 
her  successor.  Art  Agnos,  whom 
Jordan  served  until  shortly  after 
Agnos  publicly  demanded  that 
Jordan  declare  in  writing  that  he 
would  not  run  for  mayor  in  the 
1991  election.  Jordan  soon  retired 
and,  he  says  subsequently,  decided 
to  run  against  Agnos.  The  two 
men  tell  different  stories  regarding 
their  split. 

Throughout  the  acrimonious 
mayoral  campaign,  Frank  Jordan 
has  remained  calm,  exceedingly 
patient  with  the  process  (even 
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Mayoral  candidate  Frank  Jordan  at  a  recent  debate. 


though  he  claims  to  be  unfamiliar 
with  the  rigors  of  campaigning) 
and  doggedly  insists  that  he  alone 
can  heal  a  city  that,  as  he 
describes,  "has  suffered  from  divi¬ 
siveness  and  decline." 

Many  voters  who  deserted  Art 
Agnos  on  election  day,  know  little 
about  their  former  police  chief, 
whose  priestly  manner  contrasts 
starkly  with  the  man  he  wants  to 
replace. 

Frank  Jordan  supporters  view 
him  as  old  San  Francisco,  the  kind 
of  fellow  Herb  Caen  might  fondly 
recall  in  his  nostalgic  Sunday 
columns  -  first-generation  Ameri¬ 
can,  Catholic,  hard  working, 
decent,  quiet,  involved  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  family,  job  and  com¬ 
munity.  Except  for  his  two  years 
of  Army  service,  there  is  little  evi¬ 
dence  he  has  ever  left  San  Francis¬ 
co,  or  wanted  to. 

Perhaps  the  commimity  bonds 
are  especially  close  because  his 
family  was  struck  by  an  early 
tragedy.  Jordan's  mother  died 


when  he  was  barely  10. 

His  father,  then  a  single  parent 
of  three,  was  forced  to  separate  his 
children,  shuffling  them  among 
the  homes  of  family  friends  while 
struggling  to  sustain  the  family  for 
five  years. 

Eventually  Frank,  his  sister 
Margaret  and  his  brother  Jack  later 
deputy  police  chief  under  Jordan), 
reunited  to  live  with  their  father  in 
a  Mission  District  flat. 

Jordan  was  graduated  from 
Sacred  Heart  in  1953  and  worked 
his  way  through  the  University  of 
San  Francisco,  earning  a  govern¬ 
ment  degree  while  a  cop. 

Jordan  spent  33  of  his  56  years 
working  for  the  SFPD,  all  but  his 
first  three  years  on  the  force  in 
some  aspect  of  public  affairs,  the 
police  department's  public  rela¬ 
tions  division. 

In  that  capacity  he  crisscrossed 
the  City  conducting  thousands  of 
meetings,  organizing  a  staggering 
number  of  police-community 
neighborhood  watch,  crime  and 
drug  prevention  programs,  say  his 


supporters. 

Unlike  most  cops  who  are 
forced  to  witness  the  darker 
aspects  of  life  in  their  daily  jobs, 
Jordan  worked  closely  with  citi¬ 
zens  in  positive  environments 
seeking  common  solutions  and, 
some  say,  delivering  positive 
results. 

He  built  his  career  with  the 
force  from  inside  the  halls  of 
power,  reaching  out  to  the  City  as 
a  liaison,  a  facilitator,  and,  to 
many,  a  friend. 

Win  or  lose  this  December  10, 
Jordan  is  not  a  shy  man,  but  gentle 
-  a  listener. 

Even  Mayor  Agnos  admits: 
"Frank  is  a  nice  guy." 
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Friends  of  Sharon  Art  Studio  formed 


Friends  of  the  Sharon  Art 
Studio,  a  nonprofit,  public-benefit 
corporation,  has  been  established, 
according  to  Chris  Adessa,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  new  group. 

Friends  of  the  Sharon  Art 
Studio  was  founded  to  foster  and 
promote  the  Sharon  Art  Studio 
programs  in  the  community,  and 
to  provide  financial  support  sup¬ 
plementary  to  the  funding  provid- 


The  national  park  service  has 
announced  that  EDAW,  Inc.,  an 
environmental  planning  and  land¬ 
scape  architectural  firm,  will  pre- 
pare  a  cultural  landscape 
evaluation  and  design  plan  for  the 
Sutro  Historic  District  of  the 


ed  by  the  City  through  the  Recre¬ 
ation  and  Park  Dept,  budget. 

The  Sharon  Art  Studio  is  a 
public  teaching  facility  for  arts 
and  crafts  and  has  existed  for  20 
years.  Its  programs  are  part  of  the 
cultural  division  of  the  recreation 
and  park  department. 

The  Sharon  Building,  a  City 
landmark  that  houses  the  studio,  is 
located  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 


Golden  Gate  National  Recreation 
Area. 

The  area  includes  the  Cliff 
House,  Sutro  Baths  and  Sutro 
Heights  Park. 

The  $267,000  plan  is  expected 
to  be  completed  by  April  1, 1992. 


Courses  offered  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  include  ceramics,  leaded 
glass,  glass  fusing,  jewelry¬ 
making  and  assorted  drawing  and 
painting  classes.  Class  fees  are 
inexpensive  and  reduced  fees  are 
offered  to  youth  and  senior  citi¬ 
zens.  After-school  programs  are 
also  available  for  youth  and 
teenagers. 

Membership  in  the  Friends  of 
the  Sharon  Art  Studio  is  available 
to  the  public.  Annual  dues  start  at 
$25. 

Please  address  membership 
inquiries  to  Friends  of  the  Sharon 
Art  Studio,  1032  Irving  St.,  Suite 
150,  San  Francisco,  94122.  Or  a 
current  schedule  of  offered  classes 
may  be  obtained  by  calling  753- 
7004. 


Plan  for  Sutro  District  awarded 


I 

i 


FOUR  RETURN  PREPARERS:  George  •  Amy  •  Karen  •  Brenda 


6033  GEARY  BOULEVARD  (at  25th  Avenue) 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94121 


387-698^ 


First  lady  stumping  out 
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As  the  runoff  election  countdown  nears,  Sherry  Agnos  was 
working  to  garner  her  husband  support  In  the  District.  Here 
Agnos  speaks  with  Jakob  and  Isabel  Atlas  In  front  of  the  San 
Francisco  Jewish  Community  Center  on  California  Street. 


Geary  merchants  clean  up 


The  Geary  Boulevard  mer¬ 
chants  are  working  hard  these 
days  to  keep  the  Richmond  Dis¬ 
trict  clean. 

On  Dec.  1  about  100  people, 
including  mayoral  candidate 
Frank  Jordan,  assisted  in  cleaning 
the  boulevard. 

"We  need  to  take  more  concern 
for  our  neighborhood,”  said 
George  Patterson,  president  of  the 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard  Mer¬ 
chants  and  Property  Owners  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Patterson  and  volunteers  go  out 
on  trash-seeking  missions  every 


couple  weeks  to  keep  a  handle  on 
the  burgeoning  problem.  Some¬ 
times  youths  sentenced  to  commu¬ 
nity  service  from  the  district's 
youth  court  also  pilch  in. 

The  merchant's  association  will 
also  be  giving  certificates  to  pro¬ 
prietors  helping  keep  the  street 
near  their  businesses  clean. 

The  next  Geary  merchants 
meeting  is  scheduled  for  Wednes¬ 
day,  Jan.  15  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the 
Bank  of  America  branch  at  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Masonic  Avenue. 

Call  Patterson  at  752-7618  for 
more  information. 


California 

Financial 

CALIFORNIA 
FINANCIAL 
MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION 
3900  Geary  Blvd  Suite  201 
San  Francisco 
California  941 18 
(415)  668-9000 
(415)  668-3000  FAX 


uj  uwovvv;  I  f- 

Now  is  the  best  time  to  RBIinailce 


(Interest  rates  for  the  home  mortgages  have  reached  their  18  years  lows) 


TATCF.  ADVANTAGE  OF  THIS  RARE  OPPORTUNITY  NOW! 

•  Fixed  rate  for  the  first  5  years  at  7.25%**  (7  years  is  also  available)  Extendible  thereafter  at  the  current  rate 
($202,300  maximum  loan  amount)  •  "Jumbo"  loans  (above  $202,300)  are  available  •  No  pre-payment  penalty  • 
Lowest  legitimate  interest  rates  nationwide  •  Fixed  rate  for  30  years  is  8.50%**  or  less  (depends  on  "points"***) 
Fixed  rate  for  15  years  is  8.0%**  •  Cash-out  refinance  •  "Zero"  point  loans  are  available  •  The  most  professional 
and  courteous  service 


THREE  EXAMPLES  OF  HOW  MUCH  YOU  CAN  SAVE  BY  REFINANCING  NOW! 


Reduction  of  vour  monthly  payment 

Current  Mortgage  Projected 
Loan  amount:  $150,000  $154,000* 

Interest  rate:  10.25%  8.50%** 

Loan  term:  30-year  fixed  30  year  fixed 

Monthly  payment:  $1,338.58  $1,184.13 


Cash  out  w/out  mortgage  increase 

Current  Mortage  Projected 
Loan  amount:  $150,000  $174,100* 

Interest  rate:  10.25%  8.50%** 

Loan  term :  30-year  fixed  30  year  fixed 

Monthly  payment:  $1,338.58  $1,338.58 

Cash  out  yields  $20,000  w/  same  payments 


Save  $154.45  off  your  monthly  payment 

'includes  approx,  closing  costs  **  Rates  and  terms  subject  to  change  without  notice 


Pay  off  mortgage  over  10  years  faster 

Current  Mortgage  Projected 
Loan  amount:  $150,000  $154,000* 

Interest  rate:  10.25%  8.50%** 


Loan  term:  30-year  fixed  19  yr.,  9  months 

Monthly  payment:  $1 ,338.58  $1 ,338,58 


Lowering  the  Interest  rate  1-2%  DOES  matter! 


For  more  information,  please  call  668-9000  and  ask  for  Michael  Bushel  (pager  749-9129) 

No  APR'S  have  been  calculated.  "Rates  and  terms  are  subject  to  change  without  notice.  Call  (or  the  latest  quote.  ’’"Points'  (loans  origination  fee)  could  be  bought  up  or  down  to  adjust  the  rate. 
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Rain!  Ahh,  rain.  Will  there 
ever  be  rain  again?  I 
don't  know  about  you, 
but  I’m  getting  drought- 
crazy.  The  other  day,  I  saw  a  big 
puddle  in  the  Mel's  Drive-In  park¬ 
ing  lot  and  my  first  thought  was 
"They've  got  a  puddle.  Where'd 
they  get  that  puddle?  How  can  I 
get  one  at  my  house?" 

I've  also  developed  a  morbid 
fascination  with  movies  that  have 
rain  scenes  -  or  wet  streets.  And  I 
shout  at  shows  where  characters 
walk  away  and  leave  the  water 
running.  So,  as  we  enter  the 
second  month  of  our  used-to-be- 
rainy  season,  let's  join  in  a  Venu¬ 
sian  mind-meld  and  think  rain 
think  rain  think  rain  ... 

If  it  starts  (please  do)  raining 
while  you're  downtown,  you'll 
have  a  good  excuse  to  stop  in  at 
the  Crocker  Galleria  where  the 
Learning  through  Education  in  the 
Art  program  (LEAP)  is  sponsoring 
a  showcase  of  performing  and 
visual  artwork  by  youngsters  from 
the  Argonne,  Cabrillo,  Lafayette 
and  Sutro  elementary  schools.  The 
show  opens  Dec.  7  at  1  p.m.  and 
continues  through  Dec.  24,  with 
performances,  including  original 
storytelling,  songs  and  dances, 
between  1 1  a.m.  and  2  p.m. 
Monday  through  Friday.  Call  775- 
5327  for  a  detailed  schedule  of 
events. 

District  kids  will  be  happy  to 
hear  that  children’s  librarian  Shel¬ 
ley  Sorensen  is  back  at  the  Rich¬ 
mond  Library  on  Ninth  Avenue. 
Shelley  was  transferred  in 
September  when  budget  cuts 
necessitated  personnel  shifts 
throughout  the  library  system; 
however,  more  shifts  have  brought 
her  back  again. 

"Immigration:  What  are  My 
Rights  and  Responsibilities?"  is 
the  Dec.  11  (7:30  p.m.)  topic  in 
the  "Lawyers  in  the  Library" 
series  at  the  Richmond  Branch. 
Laura  Lent,  who  is  handling  the 
arrangements,  is  hoping  to  have  a 
translator,  either  Russian  or  Can¬ 
tonese,  present.  Call  her  at  666- 
7165  for  more  information. 

The  Foundation  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco's  Architectural  Heritage, 
which  is  Just  completing  its  build¬ 
ing  survey  of  the  Inner  Richmond 
District,  is  having  a  Holiday  Open 
House  on  Dec.  8  from  1  to  4  p.m., 
with  a  special  appearance  by 
Santa  Claus  at  2:30  p.m.  There 
will  be  traditional  holiday  fare  and 
music  accompanying  a  silent  auc¬ 
tion  at  the  Haas-Lilienthal  House, 


2007  Franklin  St. 

Items  to  be  auc¬ 
tioned  include 
ballet  and  theater 
tickets  as  well  as 
overnight  stays  at 
inns  and  hotels  - 
an  exceptional 
Christmas  pack¬ 
age  could  be  put 
together  for 

someone  who's  been  really  good 
this  year. 

Muriel  Knapp  has  been  doing 
her  best  getting  the  word  out  about 
a  book-signing  and  reception  to 
inU'oduce  Judith  Robinson's  new 
book,  "The  Hearsts:  An  American 
Dynasty.  The  Dec.  12  party  will 


Laura  Jacoby/Chatham 


Ira  Altman 

benefit  the  Women's  Heritage 
Museum,  a  Palo  Alto-based 
"museum  without  walls,"  which  is 
looking  for  some  local  walls  to 
call  its  own.  The  proposed 
museum  will  cover  every  aspect 
of  women's  lives  through  history. 

"We've  applied  to  Fort  Mason, 
but  they  don't  have  any  space 
now,"  Muriel  says.  "Or  we’d  like 
to  be  at  the  Presidio,  if  that  would 
be  possible."  The  benefit  reception 
will  be  at  Bock's  Bed  and  Break¬ 
fast,  1448  Willard  St.,  7  p.m.,  $10 
per  person  (applied  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  book  if  you  buy  one 
there);  call  752-9548  for  reserva¬ 
tions  or  for  information  about  sub¬ 
scribing  to  the  museum  newsletter. 
If,  by  chance,  you  are  the  special 
Santa  who  has  space  to  donate  for 
the  museum,  board  member 
Muriel  would  really  like  to  hear 
from  you. 

The  National  Museum  of 
Women  in  the  Arts  (based  in 
Washington,  D.C.)  is  currently 
organizing  a  Northern  California 
Council,  which  will  be  developing 


10%  Off  All 
Books 

Through  the 
Month  of 
December. 

With  this  Ad. 


Canterbury  Corner  Bookstore 

5301  Geary  Blvd.  at  17th  Ave.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415 . 751.7770 


a  1994  exhibition  of  contemporary 
and  historical  women  artists  from 
northern  California.  The  museum 
was  founded  in  1981,  and  the  paid 
membership  now  represents  more 
than  100,0(10  individuals  and  cor¬ 
porations  from  all  50  states  and  25 
foreign  countries.  When  1  took  art 
history  in  1971,  Janson's  "History 
of  Art"  (expanded  and  revised, 
considered  to  be  the  authorative 
text  on  art)  didn't  mention  even 
one  woman  artist.  The  museum’s 
database  now  includes  over 
12,000  women  who  have  worked 
in  every  facet  of  artistic  expres¬ 
sion.  If  you  would  like  to  know 
more  about  joining  the  museum  or 
the  Northern  California  Council, 
call  Lorrie  Greene  at  435-1583. 

He  may  not  be  museum  quality, 
but  he  is  one  of  a  kind,  and  my 
alleged  boss,  Paul  Kozakiewicz, 
was  recently  named  Citizen  of  the 
Month  by  the  Richmond  District 
Community/Police  Forum. 
Although  he  claims  to  have  sus¬ 
pected  something  of  the  sort  was 
afoot,  Paul  was  speechless  at  the 
time  and  spent  the  rest  of  the 
evening  muttering  to  himself,  ”I 
should  have  thanked  my  wife, 
Susan;  I  meant  to  thank  the  Forum 
....  Why  did  I  just  grin  that  stupid 
grin?"  In  case  you  make  the  big 
time,  Paul,  I  think  you'd  better 
start  now  rehearsing  your  Pulitzer 
prize  thank-you  speech. 

The  Forum  also  observed  a 
moment  of  silence  honoring  long¬ 
time  Richmond  resident,  Ira 
Altman,  who  was  killed  by  a  hit- 
and-run  driver  early  in  November. 
Although  Ira  had  moved  to  Eddy 


Street  in  1982,  he 
regularly  attended 
Forum  meetings 
and  often  intro¬ 
duced  himself  by 
saying  he  remem¬ 
bered  when  the 
police  stable  - 
where  Forum 
meetings  are  held 
-  housed  horses. 

Bom  in  1899,  Ira  was  still 
driving  -  albeit  somewhat  errati¬ 
cally  and  on  an  expired  license  - 
until  last  year,  when  it  fell  to  then- 
Captain  Tim  Hettrich  to  ground 
him.  Ira  was  crossing  against  a 
red  light  at  Ninth  Avenue  and 
Geary  Boulevard  when  he  was 
hit;  police  are  still  seeking  the 
driver  of  the  car. 

There's  better  news  about  the 
Nov.  2  late-night  accident  at 


Second  Avenue  and  Clement 
Street,  where  a  van  hit  four  pedes¬ 
trians. 

I  was  unable  to  talk  with  any 
of  those  involved,  but  the  police 
report  shows  that,  although  the 
two  men  and  two  women  who 
were  hit  suffered  variously  from 
bruises,  concussions  and  a  frac¬ 
ture,  they’re  basically  OK.  The 
driver  passed  the  intoxication  test, 
and  it  appears  no  charges  will  be 
filed. 

We  all  -  drivers  and  pedestri¬ 
ans  -  need  to  be  more  careful  as 
traffic  in  the  District  gets  more 
intense.  This  is  especially  tme 
near  Christmas,  when  shoppers 
are  rushed  and  disuacted  and  it 
gets  dark  so  early,  particularly 
when  it's  raining.  And  it  will  be 
raining  soon,  won't  it? 

Please. 


PARENTS  OF  3  TO  6  YEAR  OLDS: 

OPEN  THE  WORLD  TO  YOUR  CHILD 

LYCEE  FRANCAIS  INTERNATIONAL 
The  International  French  School 

•  A  world  leader  in  early  childhood  education 
•  Intemalionally  renowned  elementary  and  middle  school  program 
♦  High  School  program  honored  by  Universities  worldwide 
V  •  French  curriculum  with  strong  English  program 

•  Small  classes  •  Extended  Day  Care 

To  Attend  an  OPEN  HOUSE  CALL  668-1833 
Marin  San  Francisco 

50  El  Camino  Drive  3301  Balboa  Street 

Corte  Madera  San  Francisco 

Preschool  thru  5th  grade  Preschool  thru  12th  grade 


Bilingual  Education... 

An  asset  for  your  child's  future 


NINTH  ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY  COAT 

SALE 


NO  PHONY  "PERCENTAGE  OFF  CLAIMS. 
JUST  EVERYDAY  LOW  PRICES  PLUS 
EXTRAORDINARY  SEASONAL  DISCOUNTS! 


$20  OFF- 
$15  OFF - 


ANY  LONG  WOOL  COAT 
ANY  SHORT  WOOL  COAT 
$1 0  OFF  -  ANY  RAINCOAT 
$1 0  OFF  -  ANY  WOOL  BLAZER 
$10  OFF  -  ANY  WINTER  JACKET 


Thousands  of  Ladies  Coats,  Jackets,  Rainwear  and  More! 

The  COAT  FACTORY  OUTLET 

1350  FOLSOM  ST.  (between  9th  &  10th) 

Monday  -  Sat.  10-5  . .  864-5050 


Expires  12-31-91 
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Richmond  youth  sings 


way  around  worid 


We're  back,  and  better  tban  ever. 

Quality  food  served  every  day 
Banquet  facilities  available 
Lots  of  free  parking 


3490  California  St.  •  922-3111 


Serving  the  Bay  Area  for  39  years. 


HERRERA  BUICK,  OLDSMOBILE  &  GMC  TRUCK 


3700  GEARY  BLVD.  •  668-5656 


Sales,  Service,  Parts  and  Body  Shop 


by  Adam  Colety 

For  most  17 -year-olds  the  idea 
of  performing  in  front  of  large 
audiences  can  be  a  frightening 
experience,  but  not  for  Kevin  Fox. 
This  Richmond  District  resident 
enjoys  performing  for  an  audience, 
especially  when  touring  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  country. 

Kevin  is  a  member  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Boys  Choir  and  Bell¬ 
ringers  (GGBC)  a  non-profit  orga¬ 
nization  centered  in  the  Bay  Area. 
The  75  member  group  is  composed 
of  three  boy  choir  groups,  a  men's 
choir,  and  three  English  handbell 
groups.  Kevin  is  President  of  the 
choir  and  a  member  of  the  Ring¬ 
masters,  the  choir's  top  English 
handbell  ringing  group. 

A  Richmond  District  native  and 
a  senior  at  Lowell  High  School, 
Kevin  is  one  of  the  choir's  most 
experienced  members.  He  has  per¬ 
formed  with  the  choir  on  numerous 
foreign  tours,  most  recently  this 
past  summer  in  Germany,  Switzer¬ 


land,  and  Austria  to  celebrate  the 
700th  year  of  the  Swiss  Confedera¬ 
tion.  He  plans  to  join  the  GGBC 
next  summer  on  their  tour  to  Italy, 
500  years  after  Columbus'  first 
journey  to  America.  Each  summer, 
Kevin  also  attends  the  choir's  two- 
week  music  camp  where  he  is  a 
junior  counselor  and  music  theory 
teacher. 

Kevin  began  ringing  handbells 
six  years  ago.  According  to  him, 
English  handbell  ringing  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  new  art  form,  but  is  quickly 
growing  in  popularity,  especially 
in  the  United  States.  Kevin  enjoys 
performing,  especially  for  people 
who  have  never  seen  handbell 
ringing.  "It  is  a  good  feeling  to 
perform  in  front  of  an  audience 
you  have  never  met,  show  them 
something  they  have  never  seen, 
and  have  them  enjoy  it."  The  Ring¬ 
master  group  has  been  touted  as 
one  of  the  best  handbell  ringing 
groups  in  the  Unites  States. 

Friendship  and  teamwork  are 
other  reasons  he  enjoys  playing 


Participating  In  the  traditional  Old  English  Christmas  Feast  and  Revels  are  (clockwise  from  left)  Skip 
Maynard,  Nigel  Delaney,  Sir  Francis  Drake  doorman  Tom  Sweeney,  Adrian  Paredes,  Kevin  Fox,  Bernard 
Bowen,  Rob  Ballelos  and  Drue  Dally. 


handbells.  "Our  bell  group  requires 
ultimate  teamwork;  if  one  guy  is 
off,  it  affects  all  twelve  members 
of  the  group.  We  spend  a  lot  of 
time  and  effort  together  playing 
bells  and  making  sure  we  sound 
good.  When  you  ring  bells  with 
some  of  the  same  guys  for  six 
years  you  become  pretty  close 


The  1992  Buick  LeSabre. 


A  best  buy. . . 


Consmas  Digest  names 
LeSabre  a  “Best  Buy.” 

The  experts  at  Consumers  Digest 
recognize  the  exceptional  styling, 
petforinance,  comfort  and  value  of  the 
all-new  1992  Buick  LeSabre. 

That’s  why  they  named  LeSabre  a 
"Best  Buy”  among  all  full-size  sedans. 


Motor  lent/ magazines  verdict: 

A  Top  10  “Best  Buy.” 

The  editors  of  Motor  Trend  were 
equally  quick  to  praise  the  new  LeSabre.  In  the  November 
issue,  they  named  it  to  their  prestigious  Top  10  list  as  a  “Best 
Buy"  among  domestic  family  sedans. 


, _  1 1991  CM  Corp.  All  nghls  reserved. 

LeSabre  is  a  registered  trademark  of  GM  Corp. 
Buckle  up.  America! 


just  became  an 
incredible  buy. 


Now,  special  finance  rates 
make  a  “Best  Buy”  even  better. 

For  a  limited  time  only,  the  new  Buick  LeSabre  is  available 
with  special  low  GMAC  financing.  It's  an  opportunity  that 
could  save  you  thousands  in  finance  chaiges— on  a  car  whose 
reputation  for  quality  is  truly  extraordinary. 

There  may  never  be  a  better  time  to  make  the  1992  Buick 
LeSabre  your  "Best  Buy." 


BUICK 

The  New  Symbol  For  Qualib 


friends!"  Kevin's  musical  interests 
have  not  been  limited  strictly  to 
handbells,  he  currently  plays  first 
bass  in  the  Lowell  High  School 
orchestra  and  enjoys  playing  his 
synthesizer  at  home. 

Mr.  Steven  Meyer  founded  the 
GGBC  to  not  only  teach  music  to 
boys,  but  to  teach  them  responsibil¬ 
ity,  independence  and  leadership. 
"Responsibility  and  independence 
are  a  big  part  of  being  in  the  choir," 
Kevin  claims.  "When  you  are  on 
tour  your  mother  isn't  there  to  make 
sure  you  have  packed  everything 
into  your  suitcase,  or  are  wearing 
the  right  uniform.  You  have  to 
depend  on  your  friends  and  your¬ 
self."  Kevin  seemed  equally  enthu¬ 
siastic  about  the  musical  education. 
"The  choir  has  taught  me  to  appre¬ 
ciate  all  different  types  of  music.  I'll 
listen  to  anything  form  Mozart  (his 
favorite  classical  composer)  to  Top 
40." 

The  success  that  Kevin  has 
found  in  the  choir  has  helped  him 
succeed  in  other  activities  which 
Kevin  enjoys.  In  addition  to  being  a 
member  of  the  GGBC,  Kevin  is  a 
member  of  the  Pacific  Rowing 
Club  crew  team,  and  the  co-editor 
in  chief  of  his  high  school  newspa¬ 
per,  The  Lowell. 

The  GGBC  hold  continuous 
auditions,  and  draws  from  all  over 
the  Bay  Area.  One  need  not  have 
previous  musical  experience,  but 
merely  an  interest  in  music.  In 
addition  to  tour  and  camp,  the  boys 
have  performance  opportunities 
throu^out  the  year  such  as  presen¬ 


tation  of  an  Old  English-style 
Christmas  Feast  held  annually,  and 
the  singing  of  the  National  Anthem 
at  A's  and  49ers'  games. 

If  you  wish  to  receive  audition 
information,  or  want  additional 
information  on  the  choir,  their 
office  phone  is  (510)  887-4311. 

Donations 
sought  for 
seniors 

Self-Help  for  the  Elderly  is 
seeking  gifts  for  its  second  annual 
Holiday  Gift  Drive  for  home- 
bound  San  Francisco  and  Bay 
Area  seniors  through  Dec.  20. 
New  or  unused  items  can  be 
dropped  off  at  these  locations: 

•  Self-Help  for  the  Elderly,  445 
Grant  Ave.,  2nd  Floor; 

•  Geen  Mun  Senior  Center,  777 
Stockton  St.; 

Items  such  as  scarves,  hats, 
mittens,  gloves,  socks,  robes, 
towels  and  blankets  are  especially 
needed  to  help  keep  seniors  warm 
through  the  winter.  Gifts  should 
not  be  wrapped  so  they  can  be 
inspected  before  being  wrapped 
by  volunteers  and  delivered  during 
the  week  of  Dec.  16  to  20. 

Self-Help  for  the  Elderly  is  a 
multi-service  social  service 
agency  which  serves  over  25,000 
Bay  Area  seniors  each  year.  For 
more  information,  call  982-9171. 


The 
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Warning:  local  Kloons  clown  in  the  Richmond  District 


by  Barbara  Austen 

Have  you  ever  wondered  how 
to  pronounce  "clown"  with  a 
French  accent?  Perhaps  not,  but 
since  the  question  has  been  raised, 
the  answer  is  "kloon"  -  as  in  the 
Richmond  District's  own  comedy 
ensemble,  "Kloons  on  Ice." 

So  where  did  "Kloons,"  Woody 
LaBounty,  Frisco  Dave  Magidson, 
and  Brady  Lea  find  ice  in  the 
Richmond? 

"The  ice  part  is  a  parody  on  the 
ice  shows  such  as  the  Ice 
Capades,"  explained  LaBounty,  a 
District  native.  "It  really  doesn't 
make  any  sense,"  he  admits,  since 
they  don't  perform  on  ice. 

"Kloons  on  Ice"  do  perform 
comedy  sketches  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada  and  are 
now  rehearsing  for  their  upcom¬ 
ing  production  "How  to  Get  A 
Head  In  Show  Biz,"  a  comedic 
play  at  the  Asian  American  The¬ 
ater  Center  from  Dec.  5  to  22. 

What  do  these  three  juggling 
graduates  of  the  Ringling  Brothers 
and  Barnum  and  Bailey  Clown 
College  know  about  getting  ahead 
in  business?  Not  a  whole  lot. 

Even  though  they  do  their  own 
publicity  and  managing,  their  play 
probably  won't  be  used  for  any 
corporate  training  films. 

In  "How  to  Get  A  Head  In 
Show  Biz,"  the  Kloons  tell  a  story 
about  two  street  jugglers  who 
accidentally  chop  off  the  head  of 
an  audience  volunteer.  Will  they 
successfully  reunite  the  head  with 
the  body,  both  which  somehow 
miraculously  remain  alive?  Only 
the  audience  will  find  out. 

Do  they  have  any  particularly 
deep  message  to  convey  to  their 
audience? 

"Not  really.  Just  eat  well, 
remember  your  parents  on  Moth¬ 
er's  Day  and  recycle  as  much  as 
you  can,"  explained  LaBounty 
who  feels  that  the  Kloons  physic^ 
humor  and  cartoonish  attitude  sets 
them  apart  from  other  comedy 
troops. 

"We  also  want  the  audience  to 
know  that  balding  guys  can  be 
handsome,"  added  Magidson  who 
pushed  back  his  hair  to  illustrate 
his  point. 

Even  though  they've  never  per¬ 
formed  on  ice,  the  Kloons  have 
performed  in  some  unusual  spots. 
At  their  performance  in  a  Canadi¬ 


an  minimum  security  prison  that 
included  a  golf  course,  a  fully 
equipped  theater,  and  views  of 
frolicking  whales,  prison  workers 
informed  them  that  their  audience 
included  several  politicians,  a  pro¬ 
fessional  hockey  player,  and  a 
national  foosball  champion. 

"All  these  guys  with  tattoos 
watched  Brady  make  things  with 
balloons,"  explained  LaBounty  in 
describing  the  performance  where 
they  had  to  go  through  six  securi¬ 
ty  gates  to  get  to  the  theater. 

During  their  performance  in  a 
building  that  been  a  post  office 
three  weeks  before,  people  kept 
trying  to  mail  letters  while  picket¬ 
ing  postal  workers  harassed  the 
arriving  audience.Evidently,  the 
picketers  forgot  the  building  was 
no  longer  a  post  office. 

As  performers,  what  do  they 
do  when  the  unexpected  happens 
in  the  audience  or  someone  asks 
to  buy  a  stamp?  They  improvise 
of  course.  Even  though  they  usu¬ 
ally  work  from  a  script,  they 
always  leave  room  to  change  to 
involve  the  audience,  so  no  two 
performances  are  alike. 

When  they  are  not  performing 
in  theaters,  the  Kloons  hire  them¬ 
selves  out  for  free-lance  work  at 
conventions,  parties,  and  other 
events. 

Their  free-lance  work  can 
include  anything  from  acting  as 
Keystone  Cops  at  the  Australian 
Amway  Distributors  Convention 
to  clowning  at  a  party  for  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony.  While 
clowning  at  the  Oakland  Colise¬ 
um,  LaBounty,  who  is  tall,  imper¬ 
sonated  Golden  State  Warrior, 
Chris  Mullen,  even  to  the  extent 
of  signing  some  autographs. 

During  the  Haight  Street  Fair, 
LaBounty,  dressed  in  a  top  hat, 
had  to  stand  motionless  in  the 
middle  of  Haight  Street  while 
pointing  at  a  building. 

When  passers-by  didn't  flock 
to  the  building  and  couldn't  figure 
out  what  he  was  doing,  LaBounty 
had  to  say,  "Look  it's  a  bed  and 
breakfast."  Did  he  make  a  lot  of 
money  from  such  a  feat?  "Not 
enough  to  pay  the  chiropractor," 
he  said. 

While  working  for  the  now 
defunct  television  show,  "Can 
This  Marriage  Be  Saved,"  the 
Kloons  had  to  convince  people 
walking  down  a  street  to  become 


MONTESSORI 

PRE-SCHOOL 
Immediate  Openings 

•  Reasonable  Rates 

•  Ages  2-6  years 

•  Full/Part  Time  Pre-School  Programs 

•  Academics  -  Arts  &  Crafts 
Spanish  -  Music;  Movement  &  Dance 

•  Qualified,  Experienced,  Caring  Staff 

•  Cozy  &  Nurturing  Environment 

•  Open  7  am-6  pm  all  year  round 

•  Call  for  Appointment 

752-5533 

first  United  Montessori  Pre-School 
6555  Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Avenue 


The  Kloons  (left  to  right)  Brady  Lea,  Frisco  Dave  Magidson  and 
Woody  LaBounty,  with  'heady',  perform  How  to  Get  a  Head  In  Show 
Business  at  the  Aslan  American  Theater  Center  In  December. 


part  of  the  studio  audience. 

"I  think  we  did  convince  one 
guy,"  said  Magidson. 

One  job,  sifting  bugs  out  of 
bee  pollen  for  an  import  company, 
required  a  bit  more  than  their 
circus  skills,  but  still  proved  to  be 
an  impossible  task,  since  the  bugs 
kept  falling  through  the  sifter. 

"Did  we  ever  finish  that  job," 
Magidson  asked  LaBounty. 

"I  don't  think  so,"  answered 
LaBounty. 

"You  know,  I  was  saving  these 
stories  to  say  to  Johnny  Carson," 
said  LaBounty,  "but  now  that  he's 
retired ..." 

Besides  accepting  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  sifting  bee  pollen,  the 
Kloons  have  faced  some  tough 
audiences,  especially  in  convales¬ 
cent  homes.  Even  though  the  resi¬ 
dents  seemed  happy  to  see  them, 
they  didn't  react  too  much  to  their 
performance.  "I  never  worked  so 
hard,"  remembers  Magidson. 

Their  easiest  audience  to 
please  is  at  the  Recreational 
Center  for  the  Handicapped. 

"They're  always  happy  to  see 
us,"  added  LaBounty,  who,  in 
turn,  is  happy  to  see  them. 

One  of  their  most  rewarding 
audiences  was  an  audience  in 
Canada  that  wouldn't  leave  when 
the  performance  was  over.  Even 
though  they  performed  a  bit  more, 
LaBounty  explained,  "We  finally 
just  had  to  tell  them  to  leave." 

The  Kloons  all  agree  the 
toughest  thing  about  being  a 
Kloon  is  getting  the  type  of  work 
they  really  want  to  do,  such  as 
comedic  theatrical  productions. 
The  improvisation  and  clowning 
they  do  for  their  free-lance  work 
is  fun,  but  not  as  challenging  as 
writing  and  performing  their  own 
material  for  theater. 

"It's  hard  to  perform  in  the  City 
because  it's  tough  to  find  someone 
willing  to  take  a  risk,"  explained 


LaBounty,  who  along  with 
Magidson  and  Lea  hope  to  do 
more  work  with  the  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  Theater  Center. 

"They’re  nice  people  and  it's  a 
good  venue." 

Does  their  art  imitate  life? 
Given  their  upcoming  production 
about  a  decapitated  head  and  body 


that  remain  alive,  it  seems  doubt¬ 
ful.  Yet,  considering  their  diverse 
performance  experiences,  any¬ 
thing  seems  possible. 

The  Kloons  will  give  a  benefit 
performance  for  the  Bay  Are  a 
Lemonade  Fund  at  the  Asian 
American  Theater  on  Wednesday, 
Dec.  11  at  8:30  p.m. 


3iAGGiE'S 


PLACE 

Great  Chinese  food  (Shanghai  and  Szechuan  styles) 
American  food  -  Daily  specials 

Free  Delivery 

Open  7  days  with  candlelight  dinners 


3420  BaUioa  St.  (at  36tli  Ave.)  •  752-4000 


HAPPY  ANNiVERSARY 

International  Kitchens  is  celebrating  our  11th  year  in  business  -  serving 
San  Francisco  residents  with  the  finest  kitchen  cabinets  available.  Thank  you. 

SPECIAL  ANNIVERSARY  SALE 


30^ 


LIMITED  TIME  ONLY 


Discount  on  OMEGA 

Discount  on  WESTECK 
EUROPEAN  KITCHENS 


ITCHENS 


^  Discount  on 
^  WESTWOOD 
KITCHENS 


\A]^echczbte 


FUROPEAN  &  TRADITIONAL  STYLING 


WESTWOOD 


San  Francisco's  Largest  Kitchen  Dealer 


Free 

Delivery 


Bring  your  kitchen  measurements  -  Free  design  service 


[  international 

2S01  CIvmonI 
SIrMi 

San  Francisco 
CAM121 

(41S)  387-1001 

I  and  bath  cabinets  of  san  francisco  J 

Open  every  day 
10am-6pm 
Monday  'till  9  pm 
Sunday  11-6  pm 
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•  Feature  • 


New  YMCA  youth  fitness  program  helps  keep  kids  healthy 


by  Meg  S.  Dixit  too  far  to  stay  fit  because  the  Rich¬ 

mond  District's  YMCA  offers  14 
Students  of  the  Cabrillo  Ele-  classes  a  week  on  health  and  fit¬ 
mentary  School  don't  need  to  jog  ness  in  the  school's  own  play- 


O0 

Distinctive  Dining 


Available  for  special  occasions  and  business  events 
Wednesday-Sunday  5:30  to  10  p.m. 

315  Eighth  Ave.  •  387-7992 


Need  a  plumber?  A  painter? 
A  general  contractor? 


^  We  Refer  TVadespeople 


The  Trades  Guild  does  the  preliminary 
screening  to  help  you  hire  a  reliable, 
professional  contractor.  FREE. 

Ca// 777-4045 

Ask  for  our  free  directory! 


hardware 

unlimi'ted 


•  HARDWARE  •  TOOLS  •  POWER  TOOLS 

•  ELECTRICAL  •  PLUMBING  •  GARDEN  SUPPLIES 

•  KEYS  •  BARBEQUES  •  MESQUITE  •  SHELVING 

'  HOUSEWARES  •  COOKWARE  •  SMALL  APPLIANCES 
•  CLEANING  &  POLISHING  PRODUCTS 
•  STORAGE  &  CLOSET  NEEDS 


OPEN  7  DAYS 

MON  -  SAT  9:00  -  6:00 
SUN  11:00  -  5:00 


(M) 


PAINT 


3326  Sacramento  St.,  at  Presidio 

931-9133 


ground  as  part  of  the  Youth  Fitness 
Program. 

"Encouraging  kids  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  physical  fimess  activities  is 
very  important  today,"  explains 
Beth  Salazar,  director  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond  YMCA.  "Statistics  repeated¬ 
ly  show  that  today's  kids  have 
poorer  health  conditions  than  those 
in  the  fifties.  The  computer  age  is 
partly  to  blame  as  an  increasing 
number  of  kids  sit  at  home  to  play 
Nintendo  games  or  watch  televi¬ 
sion  instead  of  playing  outdoors." 

The  fear  of  losing  fit  children 
encourages  Salazar  herself  to 
implement  the  YMCA's  national 
health  program  in  the  Richmond. 

Students  from  kindergarten  to 
fifth  grade  participate  in  classes 
that  emphasize  fun  in  physical  fit¬ 
ness.  This  appeal  encourages  chil¬ 
dren  to  stay  healthy.  The  classes 
start  out  with  a  values  component 
discussion  that  deals  with  various 
health,  fimess  and  nutrition  topics. 
The  warm-up  activities  that  follow 
prepare  the  students  for  30  to  40 
minutes  of  vigorous  activities. 
Using  balls  and  other  game  pieces, 
the  program  encourages  students 
to  engage  in  aerobic  activities 
more  frequently. 

Tom  Widener,  instructor  of  the 
fitness  classes,  has  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  Physical  Education  from 
San  Francisco  State  University  and 
has  been  employed  with  the 
YMCA  for  five  years. 

"The  response  from  the  kids  to 
Tom  has  been  very  positive,"  said 
Salazar,  "they  enjoy  working  with 
him  and  look  forward  to  the  class¬ 
es." 

The  YMCA  approached  Cabril¬ 
lo  Elementary  School  last  Spring 
with  the  plan  of  the  Youth  Fimess 
Program  and  because  of  the  over¬ 
whelming  concern  of  parents  in 
improving  the  health  and  fimess  of 
their  children,  the  classes  started 


jCCS  ’BBa  •TO 


Photo  Philp  Ltiono  Ganfj 

Tom  Widener,  fitness  classes  Instructor,  plays  hoop  with  some  stu¬ 
dents  In  the  YMCA  after-school  program. 


this  October. 

The  program  is  financed  by  the 
Parent  Teachers  Association 
(PTA)  which  pays  the  YMCA 
hourly  wages  for  their  services. 

Plans  to  expand  the  program 
into  other  elementary  schools  will 
be  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the 
YMCA  who  will  discuss  the  pro¬ 
gram  with  the  PTA  board  officials 
of  other  Richmond  elementary 
schools. 

The  after-school  care  program 
is  another  service  offered  by  the 
YMCA.  It  is  a  licensed  childcare 
program  for  working  parents. 

The  students,  who  are  enrolled 
by  their  parents  for  the  program, 
are  picked  up  from  both  private 
and  public  schools  after  school 
and  taken  to  the  Star  of  the  Sea 
site  on  Eighth  Avenue  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  sports  games.  The  program 
is  designed  so  that  a  child  gets  a 
variety  of  healthy  activities  but 
still  has  time  to  do  homework  and 


get  a  bite  to  eat. 

Students  interested  in  swim¬ 
ming  classes  are  driven  to  the 
Embarcadero  YMCA  while  dance 
classes  and  other  activities  are 
offered  in  the  Star  site. 

The  Lafayette  Elementary 
School  kids  do  not  need  to  be 
transported  as  the  activities  are 
held  in  the  school's  own  building 
and  playground. 

TTie  cost  of  the  After  Care  Pro¬ 
gram  for  kindergarten  age  chil¬ 
dren  is  $67  for  five  days  of  care  a 
week  and  $56  for  children  in 
grades  one  to  five  Three  days  of 
care  a  week  plans  are  also  avail¬ 
able. 

Other  YMCA  services  for 
Richmond  residents  include  a 
licensed  preschool  program,  as 
well  as  a  winter  vacation  camp 
program  for  working  parents.  For 
more  information,  call  the  YMCA 
at  668-2060. 


^  TRADITIONAL  JAPANESE  CUISINE 


GOEMON  RESTAURANT 


IN  THE  SUNSET 
Sushi,  Tempura,  Teriyaki,  etc. 

Sushi  Bar 

"Real"  Japanese  Design 
Authentic  Wood  Interior 


664-2288 

1 524  Irving  Street 
(Between  16th  and  17th  Ave.) 

Dinner  5  pm  - 10  pm 
Closed  Monday 

i_M%_qFF  with  this  advertisementj 


BRAND  NAME 
—  CLOTHING  " 

BUT  NOT 

BRAND  NEW  PRICES 


Goodwill  has 
the  next-to- 
new  brand 
name  clothing 
you  want. 

At  prices 
you’ll  like. 

Come  in. 
Browse  around. 


Because,  the 
money  you 
spend  with  us, 
we  spend 
training  people 
with  disabilities. 


S  THE  GOODWILL  STORF 


820  Clement  St.  •  668-3635 

225  Kenwood 

South  San  Francisco  •  737-9827 
809  Lincoln  •  456-5273, 

San  Rafael 


1700  Fillmore  St.  •  441-2159 
822  Geary  St.  •  922-0405 
3801  Third  St.  •  641-4470 
2279  Mission  St.  •  826-5759 
241  Tenth  St.  •  252-1677 
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Is  this  the  time  to 
refinance  your  home? 

John  M.  Lee 


Is  it  time  to  refinance  yet?  my  clients 
often  call  and  ask  me.  My  answer  in  the 
last  few  years  has  always  been,  "No,  I 
think  the  interest  rate  will  come  down  a 
little  bit  more.  Be  patient  and  I  will  let  you 
know  when  the  rate  is  good  enough,  because 
I  will  be  refinancing  at  the  same  time." 

I  do  not  claim  to  know  all  the  answers.  I 
don't  know  if  the  interest  rate  is  at  its  lowest 
level  now.  With  the  presidential  election 
coming  up  next  year,  with  consumer  confi¬ 
dence  at  a  low  point,  and  with  the  country  in 
a  recession,  the  mortgage  interest  rate  can 
possibly  come  down  a  little  bit  more. 

However,  as  with  everything  else  in  life, 
you  take  your  best  guess  and  go  with  it, 
because  nobody  can  tell  you  with  certainty 
whether  the  rates  will  go  up  or  down.  With 
the  30-year  fixed  rates  in  the  8-9  percent 
range,  I  think  this  is  the  time  to  refinance 
and  I  have  taken  the  appropriate  steps  to  refi¬ 
nance  my  house. 

As  I  analyze  my  situation,  I  look  at  the 
general  rule  of  thumb  in  the  industry,  which 
is,  if  the  current  rate  is  at  least  two  percent 
below  your  mortgage  rate,  then  it  is  probably 
time  to  refinance. 

This  is  a  good  rule  to  follow,  but  there  are 
many  other  factors  which  should  affect  your 
decision. 

There  are  expenses  associated  with  refi¬ 
nancing  your  home.  The  main  ones  are  loan 
origination  fees  or  points,  appraisal  fees,  title 
insurance  and  escrow  fees.  On  a  $200,000 
refinance,  these  can  easily  add  up  to  over 
$5,000.  This  amount  can  be  incorporated  as 
part  of  the  loan,  so  that  you  will  not  need  to 
take  any  money  out  of  your  pocket.  But  if 
you  do  this,  your  new  loan  balance  will  be 
higher  than  your  current  balance  by  this 
amount. 

The  question  you  really  need  to  ask  your¬ 
self  is  how  long  it  will  take  for  you  to  pay 
off  this  closing  cost  with  the  monthly  sav¬ 
ings  you  obtain  from  the  monthly  mortgage 
payment. 

If  you  purchased  you  home  in  the  last  five 
years,  you  will  find  that  your  payback  period 
is  about  three  years,  which  is  not  bad.  This 
would  mean  that  if  you  plan  to  stay  in  your 
home  for  more  than  three  years,  it  would  be 
a  good  idea  to  refinance  now  because  you 
would  have  a  lower  monthly  payment  plus 
savings  starting  in  three  years. 

This  brings  us  to  another  point.  If  you  are 
planning  to  move  in  the  near  future,  say 
within  three  years,  it  is  probably  not  wise  to 
refinance  at  all. 

Another  way  to  evaluate  your  refinance 
options  is  to  develop  amortization  schedules 
of  your  current  to  your  prospective  mortgage 
with  the  same  current  payments.  Then  com¬ 
pare  your  principal  balances  at  the  time 


period  you  are  planning  to  sell.  If  your  prin¬ 
cipal  balance  is  lower,  then  you  should  refi¬ 
nance.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  this  does  not 
take  into  account  that  your  mortgage  income 
tax  deductions  will  decrease  as  a  result  of  the 
lower  interest  rate. 

If  you  have  an  adjustable  interest  loan  and 
are  in  a  position  to  refinance  into  a  fixed  rate 
now,  and  are  planning  to  stay  in  your  home 
for  a  long  time,  now  is  probably  the  time  to 
refinance  to  take  away  the  risk  of  the  rates 
going  up  to  high. 

Refinancing  will  take  about  30-40  days 
from  start  to  finish.  It  takes  that  amount  of 
time  to  verify  and  evaluate  information  from 
banks,  employers,  mortgage  companies, 
credit  reports  and  appraisal.  There  currently 
seems  to  be  a  shortage  of  appraisers  as  a  new 
law  which  requires  certification  of  appraisers 
just  went  into  effect. 

There  are  situations  in  which  you  should 
not  refinance.  If  your  loan  balance  is  low, 
such  as  $50,000,  your  should  probably  not 
refinance  because  the  closing  cost  will  be 
high  as  compared  with  the  benefits  you  gain. 

If  your  loan  will  be  paid  off  in  full  in  the 
near  future,  you  probably  should  not  refi¬ 
nance,  as,  again,  your  costs  will  be  too  high 
to  justify  benefits. 

The  next  question  is  how  do  you  evaluate 
which  loan  to  take.  In  today's  financial 
market,  there  is  a  wide  range  of  loans  to 
choose  from.  But  just  remember  that  if  you 
choose  a  lower  rate,  you  will  have  to  pay 
higher  fees  now;  if  you  choose  a  higher  rate, 
lower  fees  will  apply.  Lending  institutions 
have  departments  and  high-power  computers 
to  calculate  pricing  on  these  loans.  They  are 
all  very  comparable.  The  decision  again  lies 
in  how  long  you  plan  on  living  there.  If  for  a 
long  period,  take  the  lower  rate  and  higher 
fees  and,  if  for  a  short  period,  vice-versa. 

Refinancing  is  a  tricky  venture  because  a 
slight  difference  can  cost  you  $30,000  to 
$40,000  over  the  life  of  the  loan.  I  suggest 
that  if  you  are  thinking  of  refinancing,  check 
with  several  people  who  have  recently  refi¬ 
nanced  and  see  whether  they  were  satisfied 
with  their  Lending  source.  Go  with  a  reliable 
lender  and  ask  him/her  to  evaluate  and  ana¬ 
lyze  your  situation  for  you. 

I  believe  it  is  time  to  refinance  now 
before  the  rates  go  back  to  double-digits 
again. 

1  have  enjoyed  chatting  with  many  of  you 
this  past  year  about  your  real  estate  questions 
and  doing  business  with  you.  I  just  want  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  you  and  to 
wish  all  of  you  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year.  If  you  have  any  questions 
regarding  real  estate,  please  do  not  hesitate 
to  call  me  at  474-1525,  extension  302. 


RECYCLE  YOUR  CHRISTMAS  TREE 


E 

SEASON  TO 


TREECYCLE 


==  San  Francisco 


RECTCLING 


GET  A  FREE  TREE  SEEDLING 

SUNDAYS,  JAN.  5  AND  JAN.  12, 10  AM  -  4PM 

- ■ - 

Trees  chipped  on  site,  free  mulch! 

FORT  MASON 

outside  main  gate,  across  from  Safeway 

HERBST  ROAD 

beyond  South  Gate  of  the  S.F,  Zoo,  near 
Conservation  Center 

- ■ - 

Please  remove  all  nails  and  decorations. 

No  painted  or  flocked  trees. 

LEAVE  TREES  ONLY  DURING  HOURS 
OF  OPERATION. 

- ■ - 

Eor  other  locations  and  information: 

Call  the  TreeCycling  Hotline 
at  554-3406 


The  Sierra  Club, 
The  League  of 
Conservation 
Voters  & 

San  Francisco 
Tomorrow 


"The  clear  environmental  choice." 

SIERRA  CLUB 


"A  strong  &  effective  advocate  for 
the  environment" 

LEAGUE  OF  CONSERVATION  VOTERS 


"Committed  to  protecting  our 
neighborhoods" 

SAN  FRANCISCO  TOMORROW 


von  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  10th 


Agnos  tor  Mayor  •  810  Van  Ness  •  SF  94109  •  To  volunteer,  call  346-0800 
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DON'T  RENT 
AN  OVERPRICED 
APARTMENT! 


NEW  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO? 

Tired  of  the  apartment  searching  hype?  Call 
us  for  quick  relief.  You  can  move  in  tonight 
-  no  credit  check,  no  deposit,  no  hassle. 
We’re  recommended  by  Frommer's  Guide- 
Mobile  Guide  &  Let's  Go  USA. 


Live  in  Luxury:  Completely  Furnished  Hotel  Apartments 
The  hotel  features  a  24-hour  concierge 
desk,  direct  dial  telephones,  maid  service, 
convenient  Union  Square  location  and  all 
the  other  amenities  of  a  premier  boutique 
hotel.  Our  restaurant,  Dottie's  True  Blue, 
features  fresh  baked  muffins  and  scones 
each  morning. 

RATES  START  AT  $159  PER  WEEK 


THE  PACIFIC  BAY  INN 


520  JONES  AT  GEARY 

(415)  673-0234 


How  to  avoid  a  financial 
catastrophe 


The  recent 
tragic  fire 
in  the  Oak¬ 
land  and  Berke¬ 
ley  hills  unfortu¬ 
nately  highlights 
the  importance 
of  carrying  ade¬ 
quate  catastroph¬ 
ic  insurance  protection.  Although 
virtually  all  of  the  affected  proper¬ 
ty  owners  carried  homeowner’s 
insurance,  some  property  owners 
did  not  have  enough  coverage 
(i.e.,  guaranteed  replacement  cost) 
or  worse,  allowed  their  policy  to 
lapse  and  therefore  lacked  any 
coverage. 

One  "benefit"  of  the  fire  is  that 
it  raises  people’s  awareness  of  car¬ 
rying  insurance  to  protect  against 
the  unforeseen  or  unlikely  disas¬ 
ter.  The  point  of  insurance  cover¬ 
age  is  to  protect  against  a  loss  that 
would  financially  be  catastrophic 
from  your  perspective. 

Get  Catastrophic  Coverage 
The  most  common  mistake  that 
people  make  is  in  not  purchasing 
broad  coverage  and  instead  insur¬ 
ing  small  losses  or  specific 
(narrow)  losses.  For  example, 
people  will  carry  auto  insurance 
with  a  $100  deductible  or  insure  a 


by  Eric  Tyson 

$75  gift  sent  in  the  mail,  but 
neglect  to  carry  long-term  disabili¬ 
ty  or  life  insurance. 

Ithough  many  larger 
employers  offer  disability 
and  life  insurance,  these 
policies  often  provide  minimal 
(i.e.,  not  broad  catastrophic)  cov¬ 
erage.  A  short-term  disability 
policy  that  pays  benefits  for  six 
months  or  two  years  would  hardly 
protect  you  in  the  case  of  a  long¬ 
term  disability.  Likewise,  $40,000 
or  $  100,000  is  not  unusual.  Such  a 
large  medical  claim  could  be 
financially  devastating  to  you, 
your  family  and  your  relatives  if 
you  lack  adequate  health  cover¬ 
age. 

Another  type  of  insurance  that 
all  people  need  is  in  adequate  sav¬ 
ings  reserve  of  at  least  three 
months  of  living  expenses.  This  is 
especially  critical  if  you  do  not 
have  family  members  who  could 


help  you  during 
a  financial  crisis 
such  as  the  loss 
of  your  job. 

Do  It  Now 
One  of  the 
lesser  known  and 
more  beneficial 
changes  form 
Proposition  103  is  that  consumers 
can  now  secure  rebates  of  insur¬ 
ance  (commission)  premiums 
when,  for  example,  they  buy  dis¬ 
ability  or  life  insurance.  In  many 
cases,  consumers  can  reduce  the 
cost  of  the  insurance  by  25%- 
35%.  So,  if  you  lack  long-term 
disability  or  life  insurance,  you 
have  no  excuse  to  wait  any  longer. 

The  fire  caught  us  all  by  sur¬ 
prise.  You  do  not  know  when  you 
may  need  the  benefits  of  disabili¬ 
ty,  life  or  health  insurance.  Acci¬ 
dents  will  and  do  happen  random¬ 
ly  and  without  warning.  Insuring 
yourself  properly  will  ensure  that 
an 'accident  will  not  lead  to  a 
financial  catastrophe  as  well. 

Eric  K.  Tyson  is  founder  of  the 
Financial  Information  Center 
(339-2230),  a  financial  advisory 
firm  which  does  not  sell  products. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  Univer¬ 
sity  and  Stanford  Business  School. 


I'll  start  right 
now,  quite 
emphaticdly,  by 
saying  that 
Maggie's  Place  is 
right  on  target  and 
scored  a  bull's-eye 
with  every  dish  we 
tried. 

There  are  are 
many  fine  restau¬ 
rants  in  the  foggy 
reaches  of  the  Rich¬ 
mond,  but  what  allows  Maggie's 
Place  to  stand  out  is  the  warm, 
cozy  atmosphere  you  feel  while 
dining.  Maggie  herself,  the  chefs 
wife,  graces  the  place  with  a  wel¬ 
coming  smile  and  genial  personal¬ 
ity.  Beautiful  classical  music  on 


TIPS  ON  TABLES 


Sanford  Chandler 


tape  certainly  enhanced  the  meal, 
as  did  the  soft  candlelight  decor. 

Another  thing  that  sets  this 
jewel-of-a-find  above  the  average 
restaurant  is  that  fourth-generation 
Shanghai  chef  Min  Lie-Zhang, 
bakes  fresh  bread  daily.  The  vari- 


($1.50) 
taste,  a 
waiting 
courses. 


ety  of  hamburgers 
they  offer  at  lunch  (or 
anytime  for  that 
matter)  are  enhanced 
by  the  fresh  bread.  On 
weekends  Lie-Zhang 
whips  up  tasty  dessert 
cakes,  adding  to  the 
array  of  goodies 
found  here. 

Our  meal  began 
with  a  Shanghai-style 
vegetable  salad 
that  had  a  fresh,  crisp 
good  way  to  start  while 
for  the  rest  of  the  main 
This  was  followed  with 

Continued  on  page  15 


Alcohol  and  drug  addictions  are  not 
moral  issues.  They  are  diseases,  re¬ 
quiring  professional  medical  treat¬ 
ment.  With  skilled  assistance  you 
can  recover  and  return  to  health. 

That  is  precisely  the  mission  of  St. 

Mary’s  Chemical  Dependency  Re¬ 
covery  Center.  We  offer  confiden¬ 
tial  individual  and  family  therapy 
programs.  A  free  consultation  is  av¬ 
ailable  to  discuss  options.  If  you 
have  questions,  call  our  24-hour 
HELPLINE.  We’re  here  to  help. 

Chemical  Dependency 
Recovery  Center 


CaU  (415)  750-5657 


St.  Mary’s  Hospital  and  Medical  Center 

450  Stanyan  Street  •  San  Francisco 


Caring,  Compassionate  and  Dedicated  to  Serving  Your  Needs. 


•  Sports 
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Continued  from  page  14 

chicken  strips  over  cucumber 
slices  ($3.25)  with  a  peanut 
sauce  that  wouldn't  quit.  The 
hint  of  spice  in  it  tingles  the 
palate  very  lightly. 

The  tripe-flavor  won  ton 
soup  ($3.95)  won  accolades 
from  Danise  as  we  eye-balled 
our  next  appetizer:  Meatless- 
goose  with  vegetable  ($2.95).  It 
is  made  from  the  ubiquitous 
soybean  and  while  it  doesn't 
exactly  taste  like  goose,  it's 
close  enough  for  those  desiring 
a  non-meat  dish. 

The  next  two  items  were  the 
body  of  our  meal,  sliced  fish 
(Whiting)  with  snow  peas  ($6) 
and  Sesame  Chicken  ($7.25).  I 
became  so  entranced  with  the 
fish  that  I  suggested  it  to  an 
incoming  diner  at  the  table  next 
to  ours,  and  I'm  delighted  to  say 


he  enjoyed  it  immensely. 

Special  note:  Maggie's  Place 
uses  no  MSG,  depending, 
instead,  on  the  chef's  artistry 
and  fresh  ingredients  to  do  the 
taste-bud  trick.  It  works. 

And  for  those  who  wish  to 
order  something  continental, 
while  their  companions  indulge 
in  Asian  delights,  Maggie's 
Place  has  two  to  three  daily 
specials  in  the  $4  to  $6  range. 
We  tried  a  shrimp  over  rice  dish 
and  enjoyed  it  mightily. 

We  had  a  lovely  mocha- 
flavor  ice  cream,  and  other 
desserts  on  the  menu  promised 
to  be  more  than  your  average 
end-of-the-meal  treat. 

We  intend  visiting  again, 
soon,  taking  along,  perhaps, 
some  friends  as  well. 

But  one  thing  is  for  sure, 
your  dining  at  Maggie's  will  be 
tight  on  target. 


Maggie's  Place 

3420  Balboa  St.  (Between  35th  and  36th  Avenues) 
Serving  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner 
Open  daily 

6:30  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  (Weekends  until  10  p.m.) 
Wheelchair  Access 
No  Credit  Cards 
752-4009 


COLD  WEATHER 
IS  COMING 

Don’t  Overload  -  Feel  Safe 

Call  387*1000  Now  For  A 
FREE  INSPECTION 

smm  ELECTRIC 

SEARS  -  A  Name  You  Know  &  Trust 

Sijld.  Furnls^ed  and  Inslaltad  By  a  SEARS  Authorlred  Conlracior  -  CA  184594 


JI97J-J[^T _ 

20 

YEARS  OF  EXCELLENCE 


/obncuii'/ 

Custom  made  and 
tailored  suits  and 
shirts  at  50%  off 
department 
store  prices. 


Men's  & 
T  Women's 
Apparel 


Complimentary,  Custom 

Shirt  &  He  with  your  Initial 

« 

purchase  of  a  suit  or  sports 

outfit  with  this  advertisement 

li 

291  Geary  St.,  Suite  505 

Near  Macy's  on  Union  Square 

399-1223 


Season  ends 
for  Eagles 
in  playoffs 

The  Washington  High  School 
EagleS  ended  a  winning  football 
season  one  game  short  of  the  City 
Championships. 

Washington  was  defeated  by 
the  Balboa  Buccaneers  21-20  in 
the  first  round  of  the  playoffs  Nov. 
21,  robbing  the  Eagles  of  a  place 
in  the  Thanksgiving  Day  champi¬ 
onship  game  at  Kezar  Stadium. 

The  Eagles  took  an  early  lead 
but  had  to  fight  back  in  the  second 
half  when  Balboa  regained  the 
lead.  A  fake  Balboa  punt  in  the 
game's  final  minutes  got  a  first 
down  and  helped  secure  the  victo¬ 
ry  for  the  Buccaneers. 

Washington  earned  a  spot  in 
the  championship  round  by  ending 
league  play  as  the  City's  fourth- 
place  team. 

The  McAteer  Jaguars  beat 
Balboa  19-6  for  the  City's  Aca¬ 
demic  Athletic  Association  cham¬ 
pionship  title. 


Photo:  Philp  Lborlo 


Eagle  quarterback  Ryan  Mlllerscrambles  against  Balboa. 


Introducing 


A  new  a«ouri 
that  combine 

IREE  CHECKING* 
with 

money-saying 


No  Monthly  service  charge  with  $100 
minimum  balance 

Free  first  order  of  personalized  corporate 
image  checks 

■  Interest  on  balances  of  $2,000  or  more 

■  $100,000  Common  Carrier  Accidental 
Death  Insurance 

■  Save  up  to  50%  at  hotels,  restaurants 
and  movie  theaters 

■  Lost  keys  returned  at  no  charge 

■  Credit  Card  protection  plan 

■  Emergency  Cash  Advance  Service  and 
much  more 


To  receive  your  Check  Club  member  benefits  kit,  open  a  new  account 
or  convert  your  present  account  at  any  Bay  View  branch  today. 


*  Should  your  balance  drop 
below  $100  at  any  time 
during  the  month,  a  $7 
service  charge  will  apply. 
Charges  for  overdraft  and 
other  account-related 
services  still  apply.  This  is  a 
limited  time  offer.  Rates  and 
terms  are  subject  to  change. 


PALM-GEARY 

BRANCH 

3550  Geary  Blvd. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  387-0331 


t=T 


^  BAY  VIEW 

iL  NousiMC  m  mm  ^  m  m 


EQUAL  NOUSINC 

LENDER 


FEDERAL  BANK 

A  FEDERAL  SAVINGS  BANK 


©  1991  Bay  View  Federal  Bank.  A  Federal  Savings  Bank 
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The  "balloon  mortgage," 
so  called  because  there  is 
a  large  balloon  payment 
required  at  the  end  of  a 
relatively  short  loan  term,  is  not 
new. 

In  fact  it  is  a  loan  product  that 
existed  prior  to  the  creation  of  the 
traditional  30-year  fixed  rate  mort¬ 
gage.  Actually,  the  30  year-fixed 
mortgage  is  a  product  that  has 
evolved  from  the  balloon  mort¬ 
gage  of  the  1930's  and  1940's 


when  thrifts 
and  savings 
and  loans  insti¬ 
tutions  were 
known  as 
"building  & 
loans."  The 
only  kind  of 
mortgage  you 
could  get  then  was  a  balloon, 
amortized  over  30  years,  due  and 
payable  in  just  a  few  years. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  clas¬ 


W'V 


4314  California  Street 
(between  5th  &  6th) 


MONDAY  AND  TUESDAY  SPECIAL 

LEVE  MAiNE  LOBSTER 

$14.^®  With  Soup  or  Salad 


For  reservations  and 
information  call 
666-0103 


Open  every  day 
Bar  opens  at  4  pm 
Dinner  served 
from  5  pm 

Brunch:  Saturday  Si  Sunday,  1 0  am  to  3  pm 
Patio  seating  available 


The  scoop  on  balloon 
mortgages 

by  Michael  Bushel 


sic  Christmas  movie  starring 
Jimmy  Stewart,  called  It's  a  Won¬ 
derful  Life,  may  remember  the 
plot  revolving  around  the  trials 
and  tribulations  Stewart's  charac¬ 
ter  experienced  as  the  owner  of 
the  local  "building  &  loan." 

But  the  balloon  mortgage  has  a 
long  and  successful  history. 

It  has  helped  fulfill  the  eco¬ 
nomic  and  housing  goals  of  multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  and  the  new  fea¬ 
tures  of  today's  balloon  mortgages 
make  them  even  more  attractive  to 
a  wider  spectrum  of  borrowers. 

Some  people  have  had  negative 
experiences  with  balloon  mort¬ 
gages,  such  as  ending  up  late  with 
payments  and  possibly  dollars 
short  on  cash-out  day.  This  can  be 
a  down  side  for  balloon  mort¬ 
gagors  not  prepared. 

But  payoff  day  will  coming; 
with  a  balloon  mortgage  and 
unless  borrowers  have  the  wisdom 
to  balance  and  weigh  the  risks 
with  the  advantages,  and  plan  their 
financial  strategy  accordingly, 
what  was  once  their  dream  cottage 
could  become  somewhat  of  a 
nightmare.  And  unless  money  is 
no  object  with  a  borrower,  a  viable 
plan  for  financially  securing  or 
selling  the  property  when  the  bal¬ 
loon  payment  comes  due  is  an 
absolute  necessity. 

Nevertheless,  the  fixed  rate 


balloon  mortgage 
continues  growing 
in  popularity  as  a 
viable  mortgage 
alternative  for 
home  buyers  with 
adequate  means, 
discipline  and 
planning.  This  is 
not  surprising  considering  the  bal¬ 
loon  mortgage  has  some  strong 
advantages  for  people  who  may 
not  normally  qualify  for  a  15  or 
30-year  fixed  or  adjustable  mort¬ 
gage.  For  instance,  the  interest 
rate  averages  a  quarter  to  half  per¬ 
cent  less  than  other  mortgage  pro¬ 
grams.  This  could  result  in  a 
reduced  monthly  payment  of  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  and  that 
could  be  just  enough  to  lower  the 
borrower's  debt-to-income  ratio  to 
a  qualifying  loan  level. 

Another  advantage  to 
marginally  qualified  borrowers  is 
that  lenders  are  often  more  willing 
to  approve  a  balloon  mortgage. 
Lenders  and  their  investors  favor 
balloon  mortgages  because  the 
shorter  loan  term  returns  the 
investor's  yield  sooner,  thereby 
providing  liquidity  and  protection 
for  fluctuations  in  the  market¬ 
place.  This  protection  is  one 
reason  lenders  will  approve  the  B, 
or  C  rated  credit  borrower.  There 
are  very  few  30-year  fully  amor¬ 
tized  fixed  rate  loans  for  borrow¬ 
ers  with  marginal  credit. 

The  Fannie  Mae  seven-year 
Balloon  Mortgage  with  Refinanc¬ 
ing  Option,  introduced  to  mort¬ 
gage  brokers  and  bankers  earlier 
this  year,  is  a  loan  program  that 
minimizes  the  risks. 

Some  balloon  mortgages  allow 


a  refinancing  option  at  the  end  of 
the  loan  term  and  Fannie  Mae's 
refinancing  option  has  conditions; 
but  the  conditions  are  reasonable, 
making  their  seven-year  balloon 
mortgage  a  hit  with  many  borrow¬ 
ers. 

Fannie  Mae's  refinancing 
option  allows  borrowers  to  refi¬ 
nance  the  mortgage  at  maturity 
with  a  23-year  fixed  rate  mort¬ 
gage,  if  the  following  conditions 
are  met;  (1)  the  borrower  is  still 
the  owner-occupant;  (2)  monthly 
payments  are  current  and  have  not 
been  more  than  30  days  late  during 
the  year  preceding  the  maturity 
date;  (3)  no  other  liens  (except  for 
taxes  and  special  assessments  not 
yet  due  and  payable)  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  exist;  (4)  the  fixed  rate  for  the 
new  mortgage  is  no  more  than  five 
percentage  points  above  the  bal¬ 
loon  rate  and  (5)  the  borrowers 
make  a  written  request  to  the  ser¬ 
vicer  of  the  loan. 

Whether  borrowers  opt  for  the 
Fannie  Mae  balloon  or  another 
type  of  balloon  mortgage  product, 
they  should  always  remember  to 
ask  if  a  refinance  option  is  avail¬ 
able. 

For  home  buyers  that  remain  in 
their  homes  for  less  than  seven 
years,  balloons  may  provide  a 
lower  cost  fixed-rate  financing 
alternative  to  15  and  30  year  fixed 
rate  mortgages.  And  for  borrowers 
who  remain  longer  than  seven 
years,  Fannie  Mae's  refinance  fea¬ 
ture  eases  concerns  about  the 
availability  of  future  financing. 

Michael  Bushel  publishes  the 
Mortgage  Lender’s  Newsletter. 
He  can  be  reached  at  the  office  of 
California  Financial  at  668-9000. 


Frank  Jordan  Is  Bnilding  Bridges 


For  thirty-three  years,  Frank  Jordan  has  been 
building  bridges  between  people  and  neighborhoods 
to  solve  problems. 


Frank  Jordan  created  the  Senior  Escort  Program  which  has  provided  over 
one  million  crime-free  escorts  to  our  seniors  since  its  inception. 


Frank  Jordan  started  the  first  Hate  Crimes  Unit  in  a  major  California 
Police  Department. 

Frank  Jordan  hired  and  promoted  more  women  and  minorities  than  all  of 
his  predecessors  combined. 


Frank  Jordan  established  the  Police  Department’s  first  sensitivity  training 
program  to  teach  respect  for  the  special  needs  of  the  homeless,  mentally 
ill  and  victims  of  AIDS. 


Frank  Jordan  was  responsible  for  creating  the  city’s  first  formal  dmg  education  program  now  taught  in  San  Francisco’s 
Public  Schools. 

Frank  Jordan  created  the  Equal  Employment  Unit  to  crack  down  on  race  and  sexual  bias  in  the  police  department. 

Frank  Jordan  travelled  around  the  city  creating  neighborhood  watch  programs.  These  SAFE  (Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone)  programs  were  established  in  3,000  blocks  city-wide. 


A  Mayor  who  will  build  bridges 

Frank  Jordan  for  Mayor  •1919  Van  Ness  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94109  •  (415)  749-1919 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  Frank  Jordan  Mayor,  Roy  Hahn.  Treasurer,  ID#91(X)89. 
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-  Letters  to  the  editor  - 


Editor: 

I  am  shocked  at  how  igno¬ 
rant  you  seem  to  be  of  the  great 
diversity  in  -  and  widespread 
violence  and  persecution  against 

-  the  gay  community.  I  hope 
that  you  and  others  like  you 
will,  someday  soon,  come  to 
understand  that  being  gay  does 
not  confine  itself  to  "what  they 
do  in  their  bedroom,"  any  more 
than  being  of  a  certain  race  or 
national  origin  confines  itself  to 
the  color  of  one's  skin  or  hair,  or 
the  maimer  in  which  one  speaks. 

Sexual  orientation  is  not  an 
act;  it  is  a  part  of  a  person.  It  has 
been  used  to  justify  the  persecu¬ 
tion  and  murder  of  people  for 
centuries.  Just  as  race  and  origin 
have  been. 

It  is  because  of  the  lack  of 
knowledge  which  you  illustrate 
in  your  editorial  that  we  must 
fight  -  most  of  us  non-violently 

-  every  day  of  our  lives.  Seek¬ 
ing  Justice  for  all,  many  of  us 
marched  with  African  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  the  struggle  for  civil 
rights  in  the  1960s  (in  fact, 
many  of  us  are  African  Ameri¬ 
can).  The  struggle  for  gay  rights 
is  indeed  a  struggle  for  civil 
rights,  for  so  many  people  are 
summarily  prejudiced  against  us 
as  a  group.  Because  someone 
suspects  a  person  to  be  gay,  that 
person  may  be  fired,  impris¬ 
oned,  harassed  or  killed, 
depending  on  where  in  the 
country  or  state  he  or  she  is. 
And  that  is  prejudice. 

Do  your  community  and 
country  a  favor:  Educate  your¬ 
self.  Cdl  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Lesbians  and  Gays.  Go  to  the 
library.  But  don't  Jump  on  the 
bandwagon  of  homophobia.  It's 
already  standing  room  only. 

R.  Horner,  Sunset  D'istrict. 

Editor: 

We  write  to  applaud  your 
opinion  letter  in  the  November 
issue  of  the  Richmond  Re  View, 
which  we  always  thoroughly 
enjoy.  Your  observations  are 
like  a  breath  of  fresh  air  in  an 
overheated  room.  Your  com¬ 
ments  are  long  overdue  con¬ 
cerning  the  political  climate  in 


this  city  where  this  particular 
special  interest  group  (homo¬ 
sexuals)  have  long  exerted  an 
undue  influence  politically  and 
otherwise. 

We  know  many  share  your 
views,  but  are  reluctant  to  speak 
out  for  fear  of  inviting  labelling 
as  "homophobic"  or  "bigoted," 
which  the  so-called  "gay"  com¬ 
munity  uses  as  a  tactic  to  dis¬ 
credit  any  who  don't  agree  with 
them  105  percent  or  who 
deplore  some  of  their  more  dis¬ 
ruptive  antics. 

Thank  you  for  having  the 
courage  to  express  the  reality  on 
a  number  of  problems  facing 
San  Francisco.  If  you  or  I  had 
trashed  and  torched  the  old 
State  Building,  we'd  have  been 
arrested  at  once  and  would  still 
be  in  Jail.  Talk  about  a  double 
standi. 

Again,  our  appreciation  for 
your  down-to-earth  colunm,  and 
we  trust  you  will  continue  to 
offer  commentary  as  the  situa¬ 
tion  warrants.  We  were  begin¬ 
ning  to  despair  that  any  view 
other  than  the  PC  opinions  of 
the  pols  would  ever  be  heard. 
But  you  have  saved  the  day.  We 
most  heartily  agree  with  the 
thoughts  in  your  final  paragraph 
-  good  will  is  going  fast.  Hang 
in  there,  Paul. 

Jack  Arndt  and  family 
Seal  Rock  Drive. 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  running  the 
article  on  Russ  Daily,  our  new 
Optimist  Club  president. 

The  San  Francisco  (formerly 
Park  Presidio)  Optimist  Club 
has  been  dedicated  to  serving 
the  youth  of  our  community 
since  1927.  Yet  very  few  people 
know  that  we  exist.  This  has 
hurt  our  membership  in  the  past. 
As  the  former  president  of  the 
club,  I  was  faced  with  the  dubi¬ 
ous  distinction  of  possibly  being 
the  last.  The  thought  of  being 
the  guy  who  let  a  64-year-old 
tradition  die  gave  me  night¬ 
mares. 

Today  I  am  proud  to  say  that, 
not  only  did  we  not  die,  we  are 
growing. 

L.R.  (Jeff)  Jefferson 

San  Francisco  Optimist  Club 


FREDY'S 

OCEAN  BEACH  DELI 


Richmond  cable  car  turn-around 


Photo  coirtesy  of  SF  History  Room 

This  Is  a  picture  of  the  Geary  Street  cable  car  where  It  ended  Its  run  at  Fulton  Street  and  Rfth  Avenue 
In  February,  1912,  several  months  before  the  end  of  Its  operation.  To  turn  the  car  around,  a  horse  had 
to  pull  It  onto  Fulton  Street,  be  re-harnessed  to  the  car's  opposite  end,  pull  the  car  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Intersection,  then  switch  again  for  the  return  ride  down  Geary.  The  Fulton  line  was  electrified  In 
1906,but  the  old  cable  slots  are  still  visible. 


3465  California  •  Laurel  Village  •  San  Francisco  •  752-0825 

Parking  Available  •  Open  seven  days  (except  major  holidays) 
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Christmas 

Delights 

Almond  Stollen  •  Dresdner  Stollen 
Gingerbread  Houses  and  Snowmen 


OTHER  DELECTABLE  HOLIDAY  GOODIES 

•  Ffuitcokes  •  Fancy  European  Cookies  •  Boumkuchen 

•  Traditional  Christmas  Cookies  •  Scrumptious  Pies 

•  Elegont  Yule  Logs  •^.ebkuchen  •  Truffles  •  Pfeffemuesse 

★  MAILABLE  SWEET  GIFTS  ★  PLEASE  ORDER  IN  ADVANCE 


SPECIAL-all  regular  sandwiches 


$2.99 

A  wide  variety  of  hot  and  cold  sandwiches! 

•  Seating  •  Espresso 

•  Cappuchino  •  Latte 

•  Gyros 

Open  7  Days 

Monday-Saturday,  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Sunday,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 

734  LaPlaya  •  221  2031 


FREE 

PIZZA 

1)1  Y  ONIi  CENARIO'S  PEZA  AND  ALWAYS  RECEIVE  A 
SECOND  CENARIO’S  PBZA  OF  EQUAL  VALUE  FREE 


■  ■ 


Wn  NOW  TAKl 


752-9100 


San  Francisco 
6127  Geary  Bhd.  (ni.ui  25"  An.) 
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Opinion  • 


Looking  beyond  the 
rhetoric 

Mayor  Art  Agnos 


give  us  their  cherished  AA  rating, 
the  highest  rating  for  any  com¬ 
bined  city  and  county  government 
in  the  United  States. 

None  of  this  is  meant  to  imply 
that  our  situation  is  rosy  -  far  from 
it.  We  suffer  not  only  from  eco¬ 
nomic  hard  times  and  federal 
neglect,  but  also  from  the  crack 
cocaine  and  AIDS  epidemics,  and 
most  noticeably,  from  the  ravages 
of  the  homeless  problem. 

In  many  ways,  homelessness  is 
the  issue  that  has  defined  this  cam¬ 
paign  for  mayor.  It  has  been  called 
my  Achilles  heel. 

Our  long-range  plan  to  fight 
homelessness  is  based  on  a  simple 
proposition:  to  recognize  and  eval¬ 
uate  each  homeless  person,  and 
move  them  through  a  series  of 
steps  to  address  the  root  causes  of 
their  homelessness. 

This  program  has  not  yet  suc¬ 
ceeded.  But  neither  has  it  failed.  It 
is  still  being  implemented,  dollar 
by  dollar,  program  by  program, 
bed  by  bed. 

The  Reagan  and  Bush  adminis¬ 
trations  have  slashed  federal  sup¬ 
port  for  housing  the  poor  from  $32 
billion  per  year  to  less  than  $7  bil¬ 
lion.  We  are  seeing  the  results  on 
the  sidewalks  of  America. 

Ultimately,  whether  the  issue  is 
homelessness  or  AIDS  or  the  envi¬ 
ronment,  our  policies  as  a  city 
must  be  shaped  by  our  values  as 
human  beings. 

And  while  we  should  not  under¬ 
estimate  our  problems  or  gloss 
them  over,  neither  should  we 
forget  to  acknowledge  our  progress 
and  our  successes. 

There  have  been  many  success¬ 
es  over  the  past  four  years. 

Like  doubling  our  funding  for 
AIDS  and  building  more  new 
affordable  housing  per  capita  than 
any  city  in  the.  country. 

Like  cutting  ambulance 
response  by  25  percent  and 
increasing  our  firefighting  stock 
with  16  new  pumpers  and  four 
new  aerial  trucks. 

Like  bringing  our  police  patrol 
within  one  academy  class  of  full 
strength  and  actually  cutting  the 


COMPUTER 

SKILLS 

CENTER 


LEARN  PERSONAL  COMPUTERS  FAST! 


IBM  P.C.  AND 
COMPATIBLE  SYSTEMS 

•  Hands  on  training  •  Lotus  1,2,3;  Word  Perfect;  dBASE 
iii-i-  &  dBASE  iV  •  Computer  accounting  •  Smaii  ciasses 

•  Open  enroiiment  •  Short-term  training  •  Day,  evening 
&  Saturday  ciasses 


*  R  All  Registration  Fees  [I 

waived  with  this  coupon 

•  Value  i  • 

924  BALBOA  ST.  •  221-9201 


As  we  prepare  to  enter  1992, 
the  City  is  facing  enormous 
politick  and  economic  chal¬ 
lenges  -  the  same  challenges  that 
are  threatening  to  bankrupt  some 
major  American  cities. 

Times  are  hard  throughout  the 
nation.  And  they  are  hardest  in  our 
big  cities,  where  we  feel  the  accu¬ 
mulating  effects  of  more  than  a 
decade  of  federal  neglect.  Here  in 
San  Francisco,  we've  had  the 
added  impacts  of  a  major  earth¬ 
quake  and  five  years  of  drought. 

But  despite  all  of  this  -  and 
looking  beyond  all  the  overheated 
campaign  rhetoric  - 1  believe  that 
San  Francisco  remains  fundamen¬ 
tally  healthy  and  strong  in  the 
midst  of  all  our  problems. 

And  with  the  passage  of  civil 
service  reform  in  last  month's  elec¬ 
tion,  we  can  look  forward  to  a  new 
era  of  flexibility  in  our  labor  nego¬ 
tiations. 

That's  one  of  the  reasons  that 
Moody's  and  Standard  and  Poor's  - 
the  two  major  New  York  firms 
who  rate  the  financial  worthiness 
of  city  governments  -  continue  to 


50%  OFF 

8  classes  or  more 

(New  students  only) 

I.a/ayetle  Elementary  School 
36th/Anza 

Please  CaU  255  4403  for 
Additional  Schedule 
Information 
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Home  is  where  the  spirit  soars 

Dana  Perrigan 


Everyone,  1  suppose,  has  a  place  where  they 
feel  most  at  home. 

By  home,  I  do  not  mean  the  place  people 
commonly  call  home  -  a  set  of  walled  rooms  con¬ 
taining  all  or  some  of  what  has  come  to  be  know 
as  the  modem  conveniences. 

No.  When  it  comes  to  shelter,  just  about  any¬ 
thing  will  do  -  as  long  as  the  neighbor's  dog  does¬ 
n't  bark  too  much  and  the  roof  doesn't  leak. 

What  I'm  talking  about  is  more  of  a  spiritual 
home,  a  place  that,  when  you're  there,  you  feel 
connected  to  something  larger  than  yourself. 
There  is  a  sense  of  timelessness  about  it.  It  has 
scope,  beauty  and  probably  very  few  modem  con¬ 
veniences. 

For  some  it  may  be  the  stark  and  silent  beauty 
of  the  desert;  for  others,  a  forest  in  the  high 
Sierra.  Still  others  may  be  moved  by  the  flat,  irri¬ 
gated  pastures  of  a  dusty  Central  Valley  town,  a 
church,  or  a  rooftop  in  Hoboken,  N  J. 

For  me,  it  is  a  sandy  stretch  of  beach  14  miles 
south  of  San  Francisco. 

Officially  known  as  Pacifica  Stale  Beach  on 
maps  and  in  guidebooks,  the  locals  call  it  Linda 
Mar  Beach,  which  means  "beautiful  sea"  in  Span¬ 
ish. 

Whatever  you  call  it,  it  is  the  same  -  a  three- 
quarter-mile  long  sweep  of  sand  bordered  by 
rocky  outcroppings  on  either  end  with  an  endless 
succession  of  breakers  rolling  toward  shore. 

Rising  up  out  of  the  sand  dunes  in  the  middle 
of  the  beach  is  a  single  cypress,  its  tmnk  and 
branches  pruned  by  the  wind  as  effectively  as  a 
Japanese  gardener  uses  wire  to  shape  the  limbs  of 
a  bonsai. 

East  of  the  cypress  is  a  small  valley  where, 
before  rows  of  single-family  stucco  homes  were 
planted  by  developers  during  the  mid-50s,  farm¬ 
ers  grew  artichokes.  The  valley,  which  is  called 
Pedro  Valley  by  those  who  grew  up  there,  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  coastal  mountains  and  hills. 

As  a  kid  growing  up  in  Pedro  Valley,  I  made  a 
lot  of  excursions  with  my  friends  into  those  hills. 
With  a  sense  of  adventure  and  romance,  we  fol¬ 
lowed  trails  -  leading  through  stands  of  eucalyp¬ 


tus  and  manzanita  -  which  we  hoped  would  lead 
to  long-lost  gold  mines.  Instead  of  gold,  however, 
we  usually  returned  with  a  bad  case  of  poison 
oak. 

When  we  didn't  feel  like  hiking  after  lost  trea¬ 
sure,  we  usually  wound  up  at  the  beach. 

If  the  tide  was  low  we  often  explored  the  tidal 
pools  amongst  the  rocks,  examining  sea  urchins, 
small  crabs,  starfish  and  sea  anemones.  Foolishly, 
we  would  lug  our  discoveries  home  in  jars  of  sea 
water,  in  which  they  soon  died. 

If  the  tide  was  too  high,  or  if  we  didn't  feel  like 
walking  all  the  way  to  the  rocks,  we  would  play 
in  the  surf. 

ne  of  my  first  memories  is  of  sitting  in  the 
sand  at  Linda  Mar  Beach,  of  listening  to 
the  sound  of  the  surf  crashing  into  sand 
and  breaking  into  foam.  I  remember  seeing  small 
sea  birds  with  long  legs  and  bills  foraging  for 
sand  crabs  in  the  wet  sand,  the  sun  shimmering 
off  the  water  beyond  the  breakers  and  the  smell  of 
the  sea  in  the  air. 

Suddenly,  I  look  down,  scoop  up  a  handful  of 
sand,  shovel  it  into  my  mouth  and  swallow. 

It  had  seemed  like  the  right  thing  to  do  at  the 
time,  but  the  results  left  something  to  be  desired  - 
breathing. 

After  a  series  of  panicked  and  convulsive 
efforts  that  seemed  to  last  an  eternity,  I  was  able 
to  pull  in  a  few  gritty  breaths.  And  when  I  finally 
reached  the  point  where  each  breath  was  no 
longer  a  struggle,  I  realized  that  trying  to  eat  sand 
was  not  the  smartest  thing  I  had  ever  tried  to  do  in 
my  young  life. 

Later,  I  realized  that  what  I  had  really  been 
trying  to  do  was  to  take  a  bite  out  of  the  scene 
before  me.  Sitting  there,  it  had  all  looked  so  good. 
Good  enough  to  eat.  Without  thinking,  1  had 
spontaneously  tried  to  do  so. 

Yesterday,  I  returned  to  Linda  Mar  Beach.  I  sat 
in  the  sand  and  admired  the  same  scene  that  I  had 
so  long  ago.  I  felt  that  same  indescribable  yearn¬ 
ing  that  no  other  place  on  this  earth  gives  me. 

The  only  difference  was  that  I  didn't  try  to  take 
a  bite  out  of  ic 


crime  rate  in  all  five  major  cate¬ 
gories. 

Like  bringing  down  the  Embar- 
cadero  Freeway  and  beginning  to 
build  Yerba  Buena  Gardens  after 
almost  20  years  of  delay. 

Like  a  new  Main  Library,  new 
Museum  of  Modem  Art  and  a  new 
Mexican  Museum,  all  approved 
and  underway. 

Like  bringing  the  housing 
authority  out  of  debt  and  cutting 


its  vacancy  rate  from  10  percent  to 
1  percent. 

Like  doubling  the  amount  of 
cargo  shipped  through  our  port, 
climbing  from  20th  largest  in  the 
country  to  12th. 

Like  bringing  more  women  and 
minorities  into  positions  of  power 
than  ever  before  in  our  history. 

These  are  real  accomplish¬ 
ments,  just  as  there  have  been  real 
setbacks  and  disappointments. 


And  through  it  all,  I  can  honestly 
say  that  I  have  tried  to  do  what  is 
fair. 

I  have  certainly  made  mistakes, 
and  I  have  tried  to  learn  from 
them.  With  the  benefit  of  four 
years  of  experience  and  with  your 
help  and  confidence,  I  hope  to  be 
a  better  mayor  for  this  city  that  we 
all  love.  1  ask  for  your  support. 
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Seafood 
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2  for  1 


Lunch  •  Dinner  •  Sunday  Brunch 

Purchase  2  entrees  and  receive  the  lesser 
priced  entree  free.  With  this  coupon  only. 

Single  Diner- 50%  Off  any  entree 


Ghirardelli  Square 
Mustard  Building 
3rd  floor 
474-6733 

Tax  &  gratuity  not  included.  Not  valid  with  other  promotional  offers.  Expires  1/1/92. 


Hillsdale  Mall 
San  Mateo 
345-8557 
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December  Calendar  of  Events 


1-8 

Winter  Day  Camp  for  Youth: 
Sponsored  by  the  Richmond 
YMCA  the  camp  is  at  the  Star  of 
the  Sea  site  at  345  Eighth  Ave. 
and  includes  field  trips,  arts  and 
crafts  and  recreational  activities. 
Dec.  23,26,27, 30  and  Jan.  23 
from  7:30  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Drc.  24 
and  31  from  7:30  a.m.  to  1:30 
p.m.  $20  day;  Call  668-2060  for 
more  information. 

Songs  &  Stories;  Gwenda 
Davies,  singer  and  Celtic  harpist 
presents  songs  and  stories  for 
the  nridwinter  holiday  season  for 
children  and  their  families.  Rich¬ 
mond  Branch  Library,  351  Ninth 
Ave.,  Wednesday,  Dec.  4;  7  p.m. 

Concert:  Roosevelt  Middle 
School's  Music  Department  is 
conducting  its  annual  free  winter 
concert.  Concert  goers  are 
encouraged  to  bring  a  new  or 
used  toy  to  donate  to  the  SF  Fire¬ 
fighter's  Toy  Fund.  Roosevelt 
Middle  School,  460  Arguello 
Blvd.  Thursday,  Dec.  5;  7  p.m. 
386-1600. 

Lecture:  Richard  Douglas  will 
answer  questions  on  "Leadership 
and  Opportunities  through  the 
Americans  with  Disabilities  Act." 
USF,  Golden  Gate  between 
Parker  and  Masonic  avenues, 
McLaren  Center,  Room  250, 
Friday,  Dec.  6;  1 :30  p.m.;  Free. 

Theaten  The  Asian  American 
Theater  Company  is  introducing 
their  new  acting  company.  Mar¬ 
garet  Cho  and  Richard  Montoya 
of  Culture  Clash  will  jjerform  at 
the  Asian  American  Theater,  403 
Arguello  Blvd.,  Friday,  Dec.  6;  9 
p.m.$5.  Also:  Charlie  Chin  in 
concert,  Saturday,  Dec.  7;  9:15 
p.m.  $8.  751-2600. 

Forum  for  Visually  Impaired: 
Forums  designed  to  help  the 
visually  impaired  cope  with 
problems  that  arise  in  daily 
living.  Open  to  friends  and 
family  also.  Sponsored  by  the 
Department  of  Ophthalmology, 
UCSF  Ambulatory  Care  Center, 
400  Parnassus  Ave.,  Saturday, 

Dec.  7;  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m.;  Free. 

Christmas  Craft  Fain  To  benefit 


Argonne  Playground,  located  on 
18th  Avenue  between  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Anza  Street, 
homenaade  baked  goods,  fun  for 
children  and  adults.  Saturday, 
Dec.  7;  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 

Christmas  Concert:  The  San 
Francisco  Recreation  Symphony 
and  the  San  Francisco  City 
Chorus  will  perform  a  holiday 
concert  with  features  from  Bach 
and  Mozart;  St.  Agnes  Church, 
1025  Masonic  Ave.,  Saturday, 
E)ec.  7;  8  p.m.;  Free. 

Winter  Holiday  Fain  Craft 
making,  storytelling,  puppet 
shows  and  games  for  children 
and  adults.  San  Francisco  Wal¬ 
dorf  School,  2938  Washington 
St.,  Sunday,  Dec.  8;  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.;  Free. 

Annual  Christmas  Boutique:  St. 
,  Monica's  will  have  handmade 
ornaments,  homemade  baked 
goods  and  lots  of  other  gift  items 
for  sale;  Santa  will  be  on  hand 
for  the  kids.  St.  Monica's  Church, 
24th  Avenue  at  Geary  Boulevard, 
Sunday,  Dec.  8;  9:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m.; 
for  more  info,  call  751-9564. 

Holiday  Sale:  Unique  holiday 
gifts  of  cerantics,  leaded  and 
fused  glass,  jewelry,  and  more. 
Sharon  Building  next  to  Carousel 
and  Children's  playground  in 
G.G.  Park,  Sunday,  Dec.  8;  11 
a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

9-15 

Craft  Faire:  USF's  first  Harney 
Plaza  Street  Faire,  crafts  vendors 
from  all  over  the  Bay  Area  will 
be  on  hand.  University  of  San 
Francisco,  Harney  Street  Plaza, 
Tuesday  -  Thursday,  Dec.  10  - 12; 
10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.;  Julie  or  Markita 
at  666-2667. 

Keeping  New  Year's  Resolu¬ 
tions:  Sharon  Hall  will  share 
ideas  and  techniques  to  help 
achieve  New  Year's  resolution 
goals.  UCSF  "Brown  Bag"  lec¬ 
ture,  513  Parnassus  Ave.,  Health 
Sciences  West  Building,  Room 
300,  Wednesday,  Dec.  11;  noon  - 
1  p.m.;  Free. 

Richmond  District  Youth  Court: 
Teens  learn  by  acting  as  attor¬ 


neys  and  jurors  for  their  peers; 
Richmond  District  Police  Station, 
461  Sixth  Ave.,  Wednesday,  Dec. 
11;  4  p.m.;  751-2504. 

A  Victorian  Christmas:  A  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  open  house 
with  caroling,  tree-trimming, 
refreshments  and  a  visit  from  St. 
Nick.  Cliff  House  Visitor  Center, 
Wednesday,  Dec.  11;  7  -  9  p.m.; 
556-8642.  . 

City's  Official  'Tree  Lighting:  An 
old-fashioned  conununity  cele¬ 
bration  to  light  the  City's  official 
115-foot  Monterey  Cypress  will 
be  the  centerpiece  of  a  traditional 
celebration  featuring  caroling, 
entertainment  and  Santa  Claus. 
McLaren  Lodge,  G.G.  Park, 
Thursday,  Dec.  12;  5:30  p.m. 

Puppet  Theaten  Howie  Liefer's 
Haight  Street  Puppet  Theater 
presents  an  afternoon  of  pup¬ 
petry  for  children  at  the  Red  Vic 
Movie  Theater,  1659  Haight  St., 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,  Dec.  14, 
15, 21, 22, 28, 29  at  noon,  $3.50 
adults,  $250  children.  8^3994. 

Concert:  San  Francisco  Bach 
Choir  presents  a  German  Christ¬ 
mas  concert  of  festive  music 
from  the  renaissance  tradition; 
Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Gough 
and  Bush  streets,  Saturday,  Dec. 
14;  8  p.m.  and  Sunday,  Dec.  15;  4 
p.m.  $15  general,  $10  student  or 
senior  at  door;  931  -4529. 

Exhibit:  Henry  Ossawa  Tanner 
(1859-1937)  recognized  today  as 
the  foremost  African-American 
artist  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 
M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum,  G.G.  Park,  beginning 
Saturday,  Dec.  14  through  March 
1, 1992;  Open  Wednesday 
through  Sunday;  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

Benefit  Event:  Golden  Gate  Boys 
Choir  and  Bellringers  announces 
their  third  annual  benefit  event, 
the  Old  English  Christmas  Feast 
and  Revels,  Mark  Hopkins 
Hotel,  Sunday,  Dec.  15;  5  p.m. 
Adults  $100;  children  12  years 
and  under  $60,  reservations 
required,  call  510-786-2458. 
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Lecture:  The  Kosher  Nutrition 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


Child  care 


The  Right  School  for  Your  Child 
Openings  for  2,3,4  year  olds. 
Loving,  caring  environment,  full  day 
care  available.  Call  Cecilia,  St. 
James  Early  Education  Center, 
752-8258. 


Health 


Recovery  tape  lines:  Free  support 
messages  for  recovering  addicts. 
Two  lines,  two  messages.  Call  751- 
5390  and  751-0241  any  time  day  or 
night. 


Pet  Sitter 


Experience  cat  sitter  will  give  your 
cat  expert  care  and  genuine 
affection  while  you  are  away. 
References  available.  Call  221- 
9448. 


BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 


Business  Opportunities 


Communication  FlashI  Court 
decision  ends  $87  billion  monopoly. 
Needed:  Achievers.  Ethical 
Business,  unlimited  potential. 
Essential  service.  Taking  off  like  a 
rocket!  No  products!  661-9054,  7:30 
-9  p.m. 


Housecleaning 


Expert  Affordable  Housecleaning 


by  mature  women.  References. 
Options  Referral  Services.  A  non¬ 
profit  community  service.  (Options 
for  women  over  40)  626-2128 


Handyman 


Reliable  Handyman:  Neat  and 
experienced.  Carpentry,  painting, 
plumbing,  electrical  and  fix-it.  Free 


estimates-references.  Mike  Heller. 
666-0445 


Piano  Lessons 


Piano  Lessons:  Teach  at  your 
home.  All  ages.  Children  $18.  Adults 
$20.  Masters  of  Music  Degree,  23 
years  experience.  Call  after  8  p.m. 
751-8231 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 


Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads, 
up  to  25  words,  cost  $15  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be 
pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  Review  office  by  the  24th  of  the  month.  Mail  to: 

The  Richmond  ReView,  P.  O.  Box  590596,  S.  R,  CA  94159 


Project  presents  "Dealing  with 
Loss";  lunch  is  served  at  noon  for 
a  suggested  donation  of  $1 .25  to 
all  adults  60  years  of  age  or  older. 
Temple  Sholom,  Friedman  Hall, 
Nth  Avenue  and  Clement  Street, 
Tuesday,  Dec.  17;  11:30  a.m. 

Presidio  Architecture  and  Cul¬ 
tural  Landscape:  Examine  the 
historic  buildings  and  landscape 
of  the  Presidio  Army  Post  and 
see  how  the  post  developed 
since  1776.  Meet  a  park  ranger  at 
the  flagpole  in  front  of  the  Offi¬ 
cers'  Club.  Sunday,  Dec.  22;  1  -  3 
p.m.  556-0865  or  5^1874. 

23-31 

■\fideos  on  Saturday:  "Electric 
Grandmother,"  all  ages.  Rich¬ 
mond  Branch  Library,  351  Ninth 
Ave.,  Saturday,  Dec.  28;  2  p.m. 

Point  of  the  Sea  Wolves:  Explore 
the  seaward  tip  of  San  Francisco 
to  discover  shipwrecks  and  learn 
about  lookout  stations,  tide 


machines  and  maritime  history. 
Meet  the  ranger  at  SF  Memorial 
parking  lot,  north  of  48th  and 
Point  Lobos  avenues;  Saturday, 
Dec.  28;  noon  -1:30  p.m.;  reser¬ 
vations  required;  call  55^8371. 
Respite  Program:  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  and  Medical  Center  has 
openings  in  its  Saturday  pro¬ 
gram  for  people  with 
Alzheimer's  disease  and  other 
dementing  illnesses.  35  Ononda¬ 
ga  St.,  Saturdays;  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
Fees  are  based  on  a  sliding  scale. 
Call  Grace  D'Anaca  at  334-4000. 


LOSE  WEIGHT  NOW. 

Lox  weight  now  and  (eel 
icmfic  wnih  The  .Atnonni;  Mxfo 
Diet  —  (he  sensational 
European  Weight  Lois  System 
used  by  over  1  million  dicicr. 
worldwide  Delicious,  satisfying 
Micro  meals  are  low  m  calories 
and  packed  with  nutntion 
Cost  less  than  regular  meals' 
(ndepentJenl  Advisor 

Roanna  Biedenweg  MICRO 

(415)  441-2775  EMKK] 


“Go  f(x  ii'" 

-  Cathy  Lee  Crosby 
The  Ama:inii 
Micro  Dtci 


OUINBY’S 

We  offer  the  most 

Wonderful 

Remarkable 
astonishing 
unique 
&  Incredible 

selection  of  books,  audio  &  video  tapes 
for  children! 

Holiday  Event 

Saturday,  Dec.  14, 1-2  p.m. 
Creating  Magical  Christmas  Ornaments 
Please  R.S.  V.P. 

3411  California  St.  in  Laurel  Village  •  751-7727 
Open  7  Days  •  Free  Parking 


Aslan  American  Theater  Company's  Exponential  Arts  Program  Presents 
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'Enjoyed  it  tremendously!'  Uancouuer  Reuieur 
'8  Rlol...musl  nol  be  missed.'  Montreal  Gazzetle 

December  5-22Ahursday  through  Saturday;  8:30  p.m./Sunday.  7:30  p.m. 
$12  Friday  &  Saturday,  $10  Thursday  &  Sunday 
Aslan  American  Theater  Center 
403  Arguello  Blvd.  (at  Clement) 

Information  and  Reservations:  751-2600 
Benefit  Performance  Wed.,  Dec.  1 1 ;  8:30  p.m. 

A!!  proceeds  benefit  TBA's  Lemonade  Fund 


I 


STANDARD  PLUMBING  AND  HARDWARE 


COMPLETE  DISCOUNT  PLUMBING  •  ELECTRICAL  •  HARDWARE  •  HOUSEWARE  &  PAINT  STORE 


im  DISCOUNT  FOR  kll  SENIOR  OTIZENS 
1019  Clement  St.  at  nth  Ave.  •  221-1888  •  Open  7  Days  ACE 
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Holidsy  Light  TImmr 

Tor  oil  your  ^idoy  Itghhng  ono 
secvrify  needs  Single  on/w  cycle 
per  day  Includes  FREE  6  h  cord 
4064« 


199 


MTHfLI  SVPFUCS  LA»T 


d'Pc.  Scitsor  Set 

Ouoiitv  scissors  with  precision  ground 
edges  Shortcut  snipper.  8"  utility,  S" 
cr^  scissors  43092 


Muftyl  Sele  prloe  good  Wsrough  12/3K1 


wa 


wmtt  •uen.ift  ukdT 


6  Outlet  Power  Strip 

Tlte  procficol  power  solution  lor  tome 
oppiionces  ond  pcnwer  tools 
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25  Outdoor  Light  Set 

C9  bulbs  with  odd-on  connector 
Multi-color  bulbs  UL  listed.  96803 


^tCE 


r98 


WHILM  •vmjn  LAST 


Booster  Cable 

1 0  It  1 0-gouge  booster  coble  w 
FREE  vinyl  sloroge  bog  83062 


Ace. 


)66 


HtHtLC  SVm.lM  LAST 


Ultra  Brute  44 
Flaehlight 

Tough  to  wiihsiortd  water,  harsh 
weomer.  even  impoct!  Super  bright 
Krypton  bulb  Botieries  included 


atCE 


1~x25'  Chroma  Tapa 

Top  quolity.  impoct  resislont  cote  with 
smooth  finger  locli  and  tough  tip 
blode  protector  20X3 
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WMii«  eueetw*  lamt 

atClE 


10’Pe,  Combination 
Wrench  Set 

Drop  lorged  and  heot  ireoted  for 
strengiTi  Rust  resistont  chrome 
ploling  Choose  stondord  or  metric 
28133  26136 


99' 


69' 


Eyeready  Batteries 

Alkoline  batteries  for  toys,  rodios, 
flashlights,  and  more 


1 


8 


88 
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ACE. 


fO*Pc.  Screwdriver  Set 

Includes  the  most  populor  Phillips  and 
slotted  screwdrivers.  Perfect  oddition  for 
ony  tool  box.  27981 


MtNiLC  9UPRI.IMS  uirr 


Chicasos. 

Cudery 


Gourmet  Sampler 

Gift  boxed  set  includes  3'  ponrtg/ 
boning  knile  ond  5"  boning/uiility  knife 
with  high  corbon  stainless  steel  blodes 
ond  wolnut  handles.  676X 


AM/FM  Stereo 
Cassette  Player 

Personal  stereo  comes  with  light¬ 
weight  stereo  heoaphones  ono  bell 
clip.  6306a 


theboldlo^  kohik’ 

Showroom 

Your  Headquarters  for  Bathroom 
and  Kitchen  Remodeling 

70%  OFF 

ALL  KITCHEN 
CABINETS 

SHOP  &  COMPARE 
LOWEST  PRICES 
GUARANTEE 

We  Also  Carry 
RiVERA  CABINETS 


WE  ACCEPT 


EXCLUSIVE 

_ FACTORY  DIRECT  TO  YOU^ 

STANDARD  PLUMBING  ALL  MAJOR 

1828  Clement  St.  SF  BRANCH  SHOWROOM  card's 

between  1 9th & 20th Ave  752-1888  Mo°nr9-6 


1 0%  OFF 


Senior  Citizen  Discount:!  0%  off  labor 
and  materials  on  all  service  calls.* 


PLUMBING 


EXPERT  SERVICES 

Licensed,  Insured  and  Bonded 

PLUMBING  AND  FIRE  PROTECTION  CONTRACTOR 

Service  Division:  Residential  •  Apartments  •  Commercial 
No  job  too  big  or  small  •  Licensed,  insured  and  bonded 
Complete  plumbing  and  fire  protection  service 

Fire  Sprinkler  Systems 


Plumbing  Services 
•  Water  heater  sales  and  service 
•  Complete  plumbing  repairs 
•  Sewer  repairs  and  cleaning 


•  Complete  automatic  sprinkler  design  and 
installation 


Conbaetor  Ucenso  #330341 


Serving  the  Richmond  District  for  20  years 

•Discount  with  this  ad  only.  Excludes  special  quotes 


STANDARD  PLUMBING 

1019  CLEMENT  ST.  221-1888 


Mervyn's  plans  move  to  old  Sears  site 


Mervyn's  department  store  has 
announced  plans  to  open  an  85,000- 
square-foot  department  store  at  the  site 
of  the  abandoned  Sears  store  on  Geary 
Boulevard  at  Masonic  Avenue. 

The  new  Mervyn's,  the  first  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  site  for  the  firm,  will  specialize  in 
the  sale  of  inexpensive  clothes  and 
linens.  The  Geary  Boulevard  site  was 
attractive  because  its  location  is  near  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  distrias  and  mass 
transit. 

According  to  Alexander  Haagen  and 


Associates,  who  owns  the  200,000- 
square-foot  site,  three  other  major  ten¬ 
ants  are  being  considered  for  the  site, 
including  Toys  R  Us,  Office  Club  and 
The  Good  Guys. 

A  major  $6  million  facelift  is  planned 
for  the  Geary  site,  which  has  been  vacant 
since  Sears'  departure  in  September, 
1990.  The  location  is  approximately  six 
acres  in  size  and  has  more  than  800  park¬ 
ing  spaces. 

The  retail  shopping  complex  is 
planned  to  open  in  the  fall  of  1992. 


EXPERT  CUSTOM  FRAMING 
RELOW  DO  IT  YOURSELF  PRICES 

OF  THE  art 

GALLERY  * 

FINE  ART  REPRODUCTIONS 

Works  from  Great  Museums  to  the  Purely  Decorative; 

Lofty  to  Trivial;  Romantic  to  Realistic;  Nostalgic.to  New  Age. 

Affordable  •  Decorative  •  Enjoyable  •  Lasting 

101  Clement  St.  •  387  9346 


trs\  BANK  OF  CANTON 

Ifil  OF  CALIFORNIA 

THE  SAVING  ACCOUNT  WITH  A  DIFFERENCE 

1 

EXCELLENT  ZT" 

NO  S€nVK€ 

EXCELLENT  ZT"- 

CHnttG€  TO 

lUOttttV 

\  1  UU  MINIMUM 

1  54  YEARS  IN 

THE  BUSINESS 

WE  SURE  KNOW  HOW  TO  MAKE 

CUSTOMERS  HAPPY 

CHOOSE  A  BANK  OF  CANTON  BRANCH  YOU  LIKE  AND  ACT  NOw! 

IN  SAN  FRANCISrn 

IN  OAKLAND 

555  MONTGOMERY  STREET 

900  WEBSTER  STREET  - 

(415)391-8912 

(510)  451-5600 

743  WASHINGTON  STREET 

IN  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

(415)421-5215 

800  NORTH  SPRING  STREET 

1301  STOCKTON  STREET 

DOWNTOWN  LOS  ANGELES 

(415)  989-4088 

(213)  629-4638 

2533  NORIEGA  STREET 

532  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BOULEVARD 

(415)681-5333 

MONTEREY  PARK 
(818)289-4110 

